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INTRODUCTION

T
In This Issue

here are no unforgiving people in 

heaven. Read the sentence closely. It 

doesn’t say there are no unforgiven 

people in heaven, it says, there are no 

unforgiving people in heaven. Jesus says in 

Matthew 6:12, 14-15:

and forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors. (ESV)

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do 

not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your 

Father forgive your trespasses. (ESV)

Jesus regards forgiveness with high 

importance and has demonstrated to us what forgiveness means. Consider the 

gospel. The debt that Jesus is referring to in this passage is not financial debt; 

it is a sin debt. A wrong has been committed, so we need forgiveness. 

The debt that we owe is a sin debt, and the wages of sin is death.

Sin is a transgression, a trespass against God. God is the sovereign Lord of 

the Universe. When we disobey him and do things that he commands us not 

to do, we sin not against his ways, but against Him! The wages of that sin is 

death. Every person stands before him condemned because all have sinned 

and fallen short of the glory of God. But thanks be to God that those verses 

that we quote from Romans aren’t the whole context of the verse, and thanks 

be to God that we have such a prayer as “forgive us”. 

This month we consider forgiveness. Considering forgiveness is a 

consideration of the heart of the gospel. The gospel is not, “you have 

something missing in your life that only God can fill.” The gospel is, “you have 

sinned against God and need rescuing.” God rescues us from his wrath by 

sending the Son to die on a cross. Through the cross, God forgives. 

Hopefully, in these pages, you will be challenged to forgive as you have  

been forgiven.
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR

A STORY OF 

FORGIVENESS

Photo by Erica Magugliani on Unsplash
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A STORY OF 

FORGIVENESS
ave you been wronged? Has anyone ever so 
wounded you that it seems beyond imagination to 
ever be able to forgive the offender, much less even 

be in his or her presence? Corrie ten Boom tells a moving story 
of forgiveness in her book, The Hiding Place.

Corrie and her sister, Betsie, who died because of the 
brutality administered to her in a Nazi Concentration Camp, 
were victims of unbelievable cruelty from their prison guards. 

After her liberation, Corrie was called on to speak in numerous Christian venues. 
She wrote about one of those engagements in 1947:

It was at a church service in Munich that I saw him, the former S.S. man 
who had stood guard at the shower room door in the processing center in 
Ravensbruck. He was the first of our actual jailers that I had seen since that 
time. And suddenly it was all there – the room full of mocking men, the heaps 
of clothing, Betsie’s pain-blanched face. 
He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing.  “How 
grateful I am for your message, Fraulein,” he said. “To think that, as you say, 
He has washed my sins away!”  
His hand was thrust out to shake mine. And I, who had preached often to 
people in Bloemendaal the need to forgive, kept my hand at my side.
Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of 
them. Jesus Christ had died for this man; was I going to ask for more? Lord 
Jesus, I prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him.
I tried to smile, I struggled to raise my hand. I could not. I felt nothing, not 
the slightest spark of warmth or charity. And so again I breathed a silent 
prayer. Jesus, I cannot forgive him. Give Your forgiveness.
As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened. From my shoulder 
along my arm and through my hand, a current seemed to pass from me 
to him, while into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost 
overwhelmed me.
And so I discovered that it is not our forgiveness any more than our goodness 
that the world’s healing hinges, but on His. When He tells us to love our 
enemies, He gives, along with the command, the love itself.

Used by permission from Chosen Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group,  
Ada, MI 49301, The Hiding Place, Corrie ten Boom, 1971

H

4   F I R S T  |  J u n e  2 0 1 9



6   F I R S T  |  J u n e  2 0 1 9 fbcnewnan.org   7fbcnewnan.org   7fbcnewnan.org   7

ERIC MARSTON
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Fathers& 
Forgiveness
s we enter June, I think about the 

summer and the potential fun in 

the air. I also think about another day 

that moves many of us to feelings of love, 

joy, happiness and connectedness or 

possibly feelings of heartaches, sadness, 

pain and maybe even abandonment. The 

day I’m thinking about is Father’s Day.  

A
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We all know there is not a dad on 
earth who is perfect or who has not 
made some mistakes, or even sinful 
choices that have hurt the relationship 
with their children. However with 
some humility, compassion, and 
forgiveness a sour relationship can 
be turned around and headed in the 
right direction. 

With these thoughts in mind, I want 
to share a story with you from “Be the 
Dad She Needs You to Be” by Dr. Kevin 
Leman that will hopefully encourage 
you to do whatever it takes to seek 
and or extend reconciliation with 
your children whether you have sons, 
daughters or both. 

Here is the story: 
Sue, a registered nurse, was 
caring for a seriously ill man 
named Mr. Williams. He asked 
her to call his daughter. “Of 
course,” Sue said, but that wasn’t 
good enough for Mr. Williams. 
“Will you call her right away-as 
soon as you can?” he pleaded. “I’ll 
call her the very first thing, “Sue 
assured him. Right before she 
left the room, Mr. Williams asked 
Sue for a pencil and a piece of 
paper, and she gave both to him. 
Then she walked out to call the 
daughter. As soon as she dialed 
the number she had been given 
and said “heart attack,” she heard 
a loud scream on the other end 

of the line: No! He’s not dying, 
is he?” “His condition is stable,” 
Sue reported. “You must not let 
him die, “Janie the daughter, 
begged. “My daddy and I haven’t 
spoken in almost a year.” She then 
explained that they had fought 
over a boyfriend. The argument 
ended with Janie running out of 
the house. Many times she had 
thought about calling her father 
and asking for forgiveness, but it 
never seemed to be the right time. 
“The last thing I said to him was, 
‘I hate you,’” she said through her 
sobs. “I’m coming. Now! I’ll be 
there in thirty minutes.” Sue hung 
up, then walked into Mr. Williams 
room. He lay frighteningly still, 
and she couldn’t find a pulse. 
He had suffered a cardiac arrest.  
Immediately she put out the alert” 
“Code 99. Room 712. Code 99. 
Stat!” and started performing 
CPR. As she did, she prayed, God, 
his daughter is coming. Don’t let 
it end this way. The emergency 
medical team rushed in with 
their equipment. A physician 
inserted a tube in Mr. William’s 
mouth. Nurses plunged syringes 
of medicine into the IV. Sue 
connected a heart monitor but 
was unable to detect a single 
beat. The lead physician cried 
out, “Stand back,” and took the 

ERIC MARSTON
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paddles from Sue to shock Mr. 
William’s heart back to life. 
One hit. Two hits. Three hits.  
Nothing.  Finally, the doctors and 
nurses gave one another knowing 
looks. The lead physician shook 
his head. A nurse unplugged the 
oxygen. Mr. Williams was dead. 
When Sue left the room, she saw 
a young woman with wounded 
eyes slumped against the wall. A 
doctor had already delivered the 
information. Sue accompanied 
Janie into a quiet room. “I never 
hated him,” Janie sobbed. “I 
loved him.” She then asked to see 
her daddy, so Sue led her to Mr. 
William’s bed. Janie buried her 
face into her dead father’s sheets. 
As Sue backed up, her hand fell 
on the scrap of paper she had 
handed to her patient moments 
before. The man’s scrawl read:
“My dearest Janie.
I forgive you. I pray you will also 
forgive me. I know that you love me.  

I love you too.
Daddy
The note shook in Sue’s hands as 
she thrust it toward Janie. She read 
it once, then twice. Her tormented 
face grew radiant. Peace glistened 
in her eyes. She hugged the scrap 
of paper.

The father’s last act was to give his 
daughter a priceless gift-reconciliation. 
In the face of death, both father and 
daughter were willing to forgive. Dad, 
since you know your last day here on 
earth is potentially going to come 
before your children’s, will you ask 
yourself these questions? Is there 
anything I need to say to my son or 
daughter? Is there any unfinished 
business I shouldn’t put off any longer? 
Will you take the first step as the God-
ordained spiritual leader in your home? 
Will you be the instrument that God 
uses to bring rest and peace to your 
children’s souls by seeking and/or 
extending forgiveness? Will you make 
this the best Father’s Day yet?

“Bear with each other and forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance 

against someone. Forgive as the  
Lord forgave you.”

COLOSSIANS 3:13



10   F I R S T  |  J u n e  2 0 1 9 fbcnewnan.org   11

he Apostle 
Paul penned 
one of the most 

well-known verses in all 
of Scripture when he 
wrote: “for all 

have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory 
of God.” Amidst a 
culture that battles 
facing the reality 
of objective truth, 
few people would 
deny that we live in 
a world marked by 
brokenness. We live 
in a time where simply 
scrolling through one’s 
Instagram feed reveals a desire 
for acceptance and a longing for more 
than this broken world offers. When 
you look at this world, compared to 
how God designed it to be, it is evident 
that the brokenness that we see is 
the result of sin. While we see this 

Seeking 
Forgiveness in a 
“I’m Sorry” 

Culture
in every media outlet, perhaps our 
relationships are the best evidence of 
our sinfulness. 

If you were to attend a marriage 
enrichment event at a church, you 

would likely hear the 
phrase, “A good 

marriage takes hard 
work,” within the 
first ten minutes. 
This statement 
rings true for 
every relationship 
in our lives, no 

matter our stage 
of life. College 

presents us with the 
challenge of a professor. 

A teenager that participates in 
team sports, the drama department, 
or band, will experience others who 
are hard to get along with. A parent 
with a child attending school may 
face a teacher that does not handle a 
situation with the child the same way 

TREY PATE

T
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“We have been trained to admit sorrow 
because we have been caught, not because 
we grieve over our sin. The gospel-centered 

response is to confess, repent, and  
seek forgiveness.” 

that they would have. Even the smallest 
of children can take another child’s 
toy causing the world to come crashing 
down. Every relationship takes hard 
work because our relationships take 
place amid a broken world marred by 
sin. These scenarios are the reality of 
our relationships, but through Christ, 
the brokenness can be mended.

The key to honoring Christ in our 
relationships can be found in our 
response to sin. The typical response 
to sin in our culture, by a believer or 
non-believer, is located in one simple 
phrase: “I’m sorry.” At a young age, 
our parents taught us, and we teach 
our kids to respond to brokenness 
by saying, “Now, say you are sorry.” 
While this certainly has merit, it is 
not a gospel-centered response. We 
have been trained to admit sorrow 
because we have been caught, not 
because we grieve over our sin. The 
gospel-centered response is to confess, 
repent, and seek forgiveness. 

Psalm 51 is perhaps the most 
excellent model in Scripture for 

seeking forgiveness. This passage 
contains King David’s cry for 
forgiveness when the prophet Nathan 
confronted David’s adulterous 
relationship with Bathsheba. The vv. 
1-3 begins with David crying out, 

“Have mercy on me, O God, according 
to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me throughout 
from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin! For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me. Against 
you, you only have I sinned and done 
what is evil in your sight” .

David does not come before the 
Father with a simple, “I’m sorry.” 
Instead, he comes with a gut-
wrenching cry of repentance for 
forgiveness. 1 John 1:9 makes it clear 
that God is faithful to forgive us when 
we confess our sins. The question 
is, are we willing to humbly seek 
forgiveness from God and others in 
the midst of a culture where  
“I’m sorry” is a sufficient response  
to sin?
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SUSAN HESTER
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ne of the best ways we can teach our children is by 
modeling desired behaviors. Many times we speak 
harshly to our children, don’t keep a promise or 

are just unkind. Admitting our wrongdoings to our children 
and asking forgiveness is not only the correct thing to do, but 
it models to them how to forgive. At times we need to admit 

our shortcomings and ask for their forgiveness. When teaching a child to tie 
their shoes, just telling them how to do it may not be successful. But sitting 
beside them, modeling how to hold the shoelaces, directing them which 
way to go, and taking them step-by-step through the process, will always 
show more success than just giving them direction without action. In the 
same way, modeling how to say I am sorry and admitting a fault shows our 
children how to accept forgiveness and extend grace.

The more life experience that children gains, the more they will need 
to offer and accept real forgiveness. At church and home, we tell our 
children how the Bible is an instruction book for life. Using Scripture to 
explain forgiveness can be very powerful. While there are many Bible stories 
about forgiveness, there is one that resonates most with me. It could be an 
excellent teaching tool for our children. Luke 23:33-34, 46 says,

“And when they came to the place…there they crucified him, and the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. And Jesus said, ‘Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.’…Then Jesus, calling out with 
a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’ And having 
said this he breathed his last.”

Jesus is why we can be forgiven and why we can forgive. Teaching our 
children about Jesus and how He was sinless can be easy for adults to 
understand. We know how hard life is, and how we sin daily. For children, 
sin is more difficult to comprehend. However they can understand hurt 
and pain. Even while Jesus was being hurt by so many, His final words 
demonstrated forgiveness. We do not want children to be burdened with 
the thought of sin and always seeking forgiveness. Instead, we want them 
to know that they are loved and have a heavenly Father who loves them no 
matter what they have done. Forgiveness is abundant from our heavenly 
father and what a gift it is. Jesus modeled forgiveness to us, so we should 
model forgiveness to our children.

Modeling Forgiveness

O
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M’Cheyne 365 Day Bible Reading Plan
(www.esv.org/biblereadingplans)

BIBLE READING PLAN

Into the 
Word

Jun 1 | Deut 5, Ps 88, Isa 33, Rev 3

Jun | Deut 6, Ps 89, Isa 34, Rev 4

Jun | Deut 7, Ps 90, Isa 35, Rev 5

Jun 4 | Deut 8, Ps 91, Isa 36, Rev 6

Jun 5 | Deut 9, Ps 92–93, Isa 37, Rev 7

Jun 6 | Deut 10, Ps 94, Isa 38, Rev 8

Jun 7 | Deut 11, Ps 95–96, Isa 39, Rev 9

Jun 8 | Deut 12, Ps 97–98, Isa 40, Rev 10

Jun 9 | Deut 13–14, Ps 99–101, Isa 41, Rev 11

Jun 10 | Deut 15, Ps 102, Isa 42, Rev 12

Jun 11 | Deut 16, Ps 103, Isa 43, Rev 13

Jun 12 | Deut 17, Ps 104, Isa 44, Rev 14

Jun 13 | Deut 18, Ps 105, Isa 45, Rev 15

Jun 14 | Deut 19, Ps 106, Isa 46, Rev 16

Jun 15 | Deut 20, Ps 107, Isa 47, Rev 17

Jun 16 | Deut 21, Ps 108–109, Isa 48, Rev 18

Jun 17 | Deut 22, Ps 110–111, Isa 49, Rev 19

Jun 18 | Deut 23, Ps 112–113, Isa 50, Rev 20

Jun 19 | Deut 24, Ps 114–115, Isa 51, Rev 21

Jun 20 | Deut 25, Ps 116, Isa 52, Rev 22

Jun 21 | Deut 26, Ps 117–118, Isa 53, Matt 1

Jun 22 | Deut 27, Ps 119:1–24, Isa 54, Matt 2

Jun 23 | Deut 28, Ps 119:25–48, Isa 55, Matt 3

Jun 24 | Deut 29, Ps 119:49–72, Isa 56, Matt 4

Jun 25 | Deut 30, Ps 119:73–96, Isa 57, Matt 5

Jun 26 | Deut 31, Ps 119:97–120, Isa 58, Matt 6

Jun 27 | Deut 32, Ps 119:121–144, Isa 59, Matt 7

Jun 28 | Deut 33–34, Ps 119:145–176, Isa 60, Matt 8

Jun 29 | Josh 1, Ps 120–122, Isa 61, Matt 9

Jun 30 | Josh 2, Ps 123–125, Isa 62, Matt 10

June 2019

Photo by Aaron Burden on Unsplash
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Bob  
Stitt
• AO House Volunteer

• VBS Volunteer

• Front Office Volunteer

• AV Ministry

• Baptism Committee Member

• Member of  Hope Sunday School Class

• Inactive Deacon

• Former Member of Nominating Committee

• FBC Member  - 41 years

• Birth Date – April 7

• Wife - Valorie

• Children – Lindsey (Bryan) Melton

• Grandchildren – Madison, Conner & Carson 

Jun 16 | Deut 21, Ps 108–109, Isa 48, Rev 18

Jun 17 | Deut 22, Ps 110–111, Isa 49, Rev 19

Jun 18 | Deut 23, Ps 112–113, Isa 50, Rev 20

Jun 19 | Deut 24, Ps 114–115, Isa 51, Rev 21

Jun 20 | Deut 25, Ps 116, Isa 52, Rev 22

Jun 21 | Deut 26, Ps 117–118, Isa 53, Matt 1

Jun 22 | Deut 27, Ps 119:1–24, Isa 54, Matt 2

Jun 23 | Deut 28, Ps 119:25–48, Isa 55, Matt 3

Jun 24 | Deut 29, Ps 119:49–72, Isa 56, Matt 4

Jun 25 | Deut 30, Ps 119:73–96, Isa 57, Matt 5

Jun 26 | Deut 31, Ps 119:97–120, Isa 58, Matt 6

Jun 27 | Deut 32, Ps 119:121–144, Isa 59, Matt 7

Jun 28 | Deut 33–34, Ps 119:145–176, Isa 60, Matt 8

Jun 29 | Josh 1, Ps 120–122, Isa 61, Matt 9

Jun 30 | Josh 2, Ps 123–125, Isa 62, Matt 10

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

We Love Volunteers! 
They are the backbone of First Baptist, serving in countless ways to assist 

the staff and members in sharing the love of Christ with others – from 

serving on committees, helping with events, holding babies in the  

nursery or singing in the choir.

If you are interested in learning more about volunteering at FBC,  
please call the church office at 770-253-0797.
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R E V I E W

BOOKS & RESOURCES
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The Gift of 
Forgiveness 
Dr. Charles Stanley
2002, Thomas Nelson, 179 pgs

“No sin is so shockingly evil it blocks God’s forgiveness nor so trivial it 
negates the need for God’s mercy. He shares the specifics of how to receive 
God’s forgiveness. Stanly also emphasizes how the lack of forgiveness can 
result in separation, bitterness, enmity, indifference, and even depression. 
Oftentimes, an unforgiving and unforgiven attitude can become a focused 
grievance and can cause us to lose control. 

In this book, Stanley addresses such issues as how to practice the life of 
forgiveness in terms of relationships and how to make forgiveness an  
ongoing practical experience.”

R E V I E W
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ON MY
SHELF

The Hiding Place
 
by Corrie Ten Boom

BOOKS & RESOURCES

JIMMY PATTERSON

Friend Who 
Forgives

by Dan DeWitt &
Catalina Echeverri 

ANDY BROWN

A sample of what  
our staff is reading.

Living Well

by Allan Moseley

ANDY BROWN

The Peace Maker
 
by Ken Sande

JIMMY PATTERSON
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Be The Dad She  
Needs You to Be

Dr. Kevin Leman

ERIC MARSTON

A sample of what  
our staff is reading.

Whiter Than Snow 

by Paul David Tripp

TREY PATE

Love Does

by Bob Goff &
Lindsey Goff Viducich

SUSAN HESTER

Reaching Out Without 
Dumbing Down

by Marva J. Dawn

LEE CHITWOOD

The Reformed Pastor

by Richard Baxter 

ANDY BROWN

An All-Round Ministry

by C.H. Spurgeon

ANDY BROWN
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any of us were fixed with 
all sorts of emotions last 
year as we heard of the 

former USA Olympic Gymnastics 
team doctor, Larry Nasser who was 
found guilty of molesting more than 
160 women and girls as young as 
six for decades. The starting point 
for the avalanche of justice was one 
brave woman who came forward 
first with accusations – Mrs. Rachel 
Denhollander. At Nasser’s sentencing, 
Denhollander addressed the court for 
40 minutes. What she said to the man 
who abused her can only be equated 
to the grace of Jesus Christ. 

Nasser brought a Bible with 
him to his sentencing, a move that 

By Andy Brown

WORLDVIEW COMMENTARY

some thought was manipulative. 
Denhollander said directly to the one 
who gratified himself at the cost of  
her innocence: 

In our early hearings, you brought 
your Bible into the courtroom, 
and you have spoken of praying 
for forgiveness. And so it is on 
that basis that I appeal to you. 
If you have read the Bible you 
carry, you know the definition 
of sacrificial love portrayed is of 
God himself loving so sacrificially 
that he gave up everything to 
pay the penalty for the sin he did 
not commit. By his grace, I, too, 
choose to love this way.
You spoke of praying for 

Are You Forgiven? 
Are You Forgiving?

M



20   F I R S T  |  J u n e  2 0 1 9 fbcnewnan.org   21

forgiveness. But Larry, if you 
have read the Bible you carry, 
you know forgiveness does not 
come from doing good things, 
as if good deeds can erase what 
you have done. It comes from 
repentance which requires facing 
and acknowledging the truth 
about what you have done in all 
of its utter depravity and horror 
without mitigation, without 
excuse, without acting as if good 
deeds can erase what you have 
seen in this courtroom today.
The Bible you carry says it is 
better for a stone to be thrown 
around your neck and you thrown 
into a lake than for you to make 
even one child stumble. And you 
have damaged hundreds.
The Bible you speak carries a 
final judgment where all of God’s 
wrath and eternal terror is poured 
out on men like you. Should 
you ever reach the point of truly 
facing what you have done, the 
guilt will be crushing. And that is 
what makes the gospel of Christ 
so sweet. Because it extends grace 
and hope and mercy where none 
should be found. And it will be 

there for you.
I pray you experience the soul-
crushing weight of guilt so you 
may someday experience true 
repentance and true forgiveness 
from God, which you need far 
more than forgiveness from me—
though I extend that to you as 
well. 

C.S. Lewis was right when he said, 
“To be a Christian means to forgive the 
inexcusable because God has forgiven 
the inexcusable in you.” 

“I have never done anything that 
terrible,” some might say. They’d be 
right. We have all done worse. We were 
responsible for the death of the only 
perfect one who ever lived – Jesus the 
spotless lamb of God who came to take 
away our sin. He taught us to pray for 
forgiveness, and He who taught us to 
pray for forgiveness will forgive. 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of 
blood,
To every believer, the promise of God;
The vilest offender who truly believes,
That moment from Jesus a pardon
receives.
Are you forgiven? Are you  

forgiving?
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JUNE EVENTS

Sr. High Choir Tour 
JUNE 2-9

Impact Newnan (Local Missions)   
JUNE 3-5 | 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Youth Pool Party
JUNE 5 | 6:00 – 8:30 PM | THE HIGGINS’ 

Families on Mission  
JUNE 8 | 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM | CARL MILLER PARK  

Vacation Bible School “In the Wild”
JUNE 10-14

Southern Baptist Convention 
JUNE 11-12 | BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

Youth Pool Party  
JUNE 12 | 6:00 – 8:30 PM | THE HARRELL’S 

Father’s Day
JUNE 16  

Coweta Pregnancy Services Baby Bottle Campaign 
JUNE 16-JULY 31

Children’s, Youth I & II Music Camp  
JUNE 17-22 | TOCCOA, GEORGIA

Middle School Trip   
JUNE 18 | URBAN AIR 

Freedom Celebration 
JUNE 23 | 5:30 PM | MAIN SANCTUARY

SLU 101  
JUNE 24-27 | ORLANDO, FLORIDA 

Ukulele Camp 
JUNE 24-28

For more information on this and  
other events visit fbcnewnan.org
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For more information on this and  
other events visit fbcnewnan.org
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