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he Christmas season grants a good 
time for evaluating the position 
of our hearts. This time of year is 

full of adventures: traveling up and down 
the roadways, shopping at the mall, and 
having fun with the family. However, this 
time of year may also be filled with great 
strain and challenges as we take account 
of all that we have accomplished and 
all left undone. Of all times of the year, 
Christmas is packed with emotion. As 
such,  it is a good opportunity to check 
the condition of our hearts.

God truly is concerned with our hearts. 
One of the clearest indicators of our 
hearts is money. Jesus said, where our treasure is there our 
hearts will be also. Maybe this time of the year, when we spend 
the most money, provides us the greatest opportunity to test 
our heart. We hope the last edition of First Magazine for 2019 
will stir your affections for Christ.
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reciprocity (noun) rec·i·proc·i·ty 1: the quality or state of 
being reciprocal: mutual action, or influence (Merriam-
Webster Dictionary)

Seven hundred years before Jesus’ nativity in Bethlehem, the 
nephew of King Uzziah prophesied, “For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given…” (Isaiah 9:6). On that first Christmas, 
God gave His one and only Son to us. It is the greatest gift ever 
given.  John 3:16 shows us why:

• The Source – “For God…” No less than God, Himself, gave us this great gift.  
The title to John MacArthur’s book, God in the Manger, says it all. He left the 
splendors of heaven to be born in a dirty cow stall in our sin-darkened planet 
to give His perfect self to an undeserving world.  

• The Scope – “…so loved the world…” The scope of God’s gift is extended to 
everyone in the world. That includes you.

• The Sacrifice – “that He gave His only begotten Son”. How much more could 
someone give than His one and only Son?

• The Salvation – “that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life.”  Anyone (“whoever”) can be saved if they will only “believe”. That’s why 
we preach a whosoever will gospel. It doesn’t matter who you are or what you’ve 
done, God came to save someone just like you.

No greater gift could be given. It is unmatched. We cannot out-give God.  
So why even try?

Hymnwriter, Grace Noll Crowell gives us a clue:
Because I have been given much,

I too must give;
Because of thy great bounty Lord,

Each day I live;
I shall divide my gifts from Thee

With every brother that I see
Who has the need of help from me.

That’s reciprocity. It should be practiced year-round, especially during this 
season of giving. Don’t make gift giving one-sided, from God only. Be reciprocal.  
Give of yourself, sacrificially.

Reciprocity
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TIM HIGGINS

As 2019 draws to a close, are you 
ready for the taxman? There 

have been significant changes 
in the tax rules over that last couple of 
years, and many believe that charitable 
contributions no longer benefit their 
tax situation. For some, that may be 
true, but there are steps that you can 
take to maximize the benefit of your 
charitable giving.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (the 
Act) nearly doubled the standard 
deduction. In 2019, it is $12,200 
for singles and $24,400 for married 
couples. If you are over 65 years old, 
those numbers increase to $13,850 
and $27,000. Additionally, the Act 
changed or eliminated other itemized 

Charitable
Giving
 in Light of New Tax Laws 

deductions. The result is many more 
folks file taxes using the standard 
deduction. Because the charitable 
deduction is only available for those 
who itemize, many believe there is 
no tax benefit to their charitable 
contributions.

There are a few ways you can adjust 
your charitable giving to receive a 
benefit on your 2019 tax return:
1. Bunching Strategy

A bunching strategy is simply 
making several years of contributions 
in a single year, then skipping the next 
year or years.  

Here’s an example: Assume you 
are a retired, married couple. Both 
individuals are over 65 years old.  

Their family income is $100,000, and 
their house is paid off. This couple 
tithes every year, and they have 
$3,000 in property tax due annually.  
The couple’s out of pocket medical 
expenses are below $5,000.

In this example, the total of 
itemized deductions would be $13,000 
(charity of $10,000 plus property tax of 
$3,000). It makes more sense for this 
couple to use the standard deduction.  

What if the couple decided they 
were going to pay ahead and pay 
their 2020 and 2021 tithes in 2019?  
This would increase their charitable 
deductions to $30,000 plus $3,000 in 
property tax, giving them itemized 
deductions of $33,000, 
which is better than the 
standard deduction. In 
2020 and 2021, the 
couple would file 
using the standard 
deduction.  

2. Donor-Advised Funds
Using a donor-advised fund (DAF) 

is a way to bunch contributions while 
making contributions to charities 
over time. A donor-advised fund is an 
investment account held for charity. 
A donor would contribute a sum of 
money to this fund, taking a deduction 
in the year the contribution is made. 
The donor would then recommend 
who to grant the monies to overtime. 
A DAF is a way to bunch contributions 
while postponing the decision process 
on which charities to support.  

DAFs are 
available through 
community 
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 At age 70 ½, the IRS requires  
individuals to begin taking money  
from their retirement accounts.  

foundations and financial services 
firms. The organization holding 
the DAF will have additional rules 
governing their management.
3. Qualified Charitable Distributions

At age 70 ½, the IRS requires 
individuals to begin taking money 
from their retirement accounts.  
This is called a required minimum 
distribution. The percentage increases 
every year but currently starts at 3.65% 
for the first distribution at age 70 ½.  
For example, someone has $100,000 in 
a traditional IRA. Once this individual 
reaches age 70 ½, they are required 
to take a $3,650 distribution that year. 
This is considered taxable income.

An individual can avoid this 
completely by having their financial 
advisor/institution send their RMD 
directly to a qualified charity in the 
form of a QCD or Qualified Charitable 
Distribution. This removes the RMD 
from taxable income. It does not, 
however, allow for that distribution to 
the charity to count as a deductible 
charitable contribution.  In 2015, 
Congress passed the Protection 
Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) 
Act. This makes Qualified Charitable 
Distributions (QCD) tax-free!  RMDs 
given directly to a charity from a 

financial institution are considered tax 
free up to $100,000 annually.
4. Donating Appreciated Stock

With the stock market at record 
highs, now may be a good time to 
lock in those gains without paying tax.  
One strategy in charitable giving is 
to give appreciated stock. The donor 
gets to deduct the market value of the 
stock without paying any tax on the 
appreciation in value. 

For example, you bought Amazon 
five years ago at $300 a share. Today, 
that same stock is worth $1,800 a 
share. If you had 10 shares of it, you’d 
have a capital gain of $15,000 ($18,000 
market value less $3,000 original cost).  
Selling the stock would cost you over 
$2,000 in tax. If you gave the stock to 
a charity, instead of cash, you would 
have a deduction of $18,000, which 
would save you over $2,000 in tax.  

With all the changes in the tax 
law, there are still ways to receive a 
tax benefit for making contributions 
to your favorite charity. From 
bunching to giving appreciated stock, 
there are options for everyone, but 
because everyone’s tax situation is 
different, make sure your talk with a 
tax professional to see what strategy 
benefits you the most.
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ERIC MARSTON
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cts 20:35 says, “In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we 
must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.’”
Acts 20:35 represents the only direct quote from Jesus’ earthly ministry 

recorded outside of the Gospels. Out of all the words Jesus said during His earthly 
ministry, it was determined that “It is more blessed to give than receive…” would 
be the few that were chosen to be quoted here by the Apostle Paul.  

As I think about these words of Jesus, it draws me back to what the Apostle Paul 
said in context when he says in vs. 22-24 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going 
to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that in every city the 
Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life 
worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus 
has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.

Looking to the Apostle Paul’s words in the context of what Jesus said makes 
everything relating to you and me more clear. Jesus not only said these words, 
but Jesus also lived them out. As Jesus lived out these words, the Apostle Paul 
truly understood what it meant to live these words out as well. The Apostle Paul 
in vv. 22-24 is showing us with his life what it means to follow Jesus. He is showing 
us that a life of following Jesus is others first. It is a life that is lived on-mission, 
even to the extent of suffering, if that is what God determines as we follow Him 
wherever He leads.

I remember after I surrendered my life to Jesus on August 16th, 1996, I was so 
enamored with the love, grace, and mercy of Jesus Christ. I would sit with Him 
and revel in the truth that I was a beloved child of God. A child that Jesus loved so 
much that He would live out the truth that “it is better to give than receive…” by 
laying down His life for me and not just for me, but for everyone.  

In Philippians 3:10-12 we see Paul continue to follow Jesus and he encourages 
us in our earthly lives to follow his example and words in Philippians 3:10-12 
when he says, “I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and 
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining 
to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already 
arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.”  

Has Jesus taken a hold of you?  If he has does your life have any resemblance 
to Jesus’ words, “It is more blessed to give than receive…?”  As we enter into this 
Christmas season there is not a better gift you could give to Jesus than a life that 
embodies “It is more blessed to give than receive.”

A
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TREY PATE

his Christmas Season allows for many opportunities to give to those in 
need. As parents, we often want to teach our children what it means to think 

of others. Providing a family in need with things that they are unable to 
afford is a wonderful way to guide children to consider the needs of others and lend 
a helping hand. Our desire is for our children to realize they have so much and are 
blessed beyond measure. The lesson to be learned is that there are people who are less 
fortunate and need our help. But do we want to teach a lesson through giving, or do 
we want our children to extend grace? 

Grace is the ultimate gift; it is something given freely, not earned; there is no motive 
behind it; it is selfless. Grace cannot be bought or bargained for by the recipient. 
Grace is strength more powerful and more loving than any weak emotion, need, 
or want. When giving a gift, grace should be a part of that gift. It should be the 
motivation for giving the gift, filled with love. How do we teach children to give with 
grace?  

Giving all year round is a great way to teach children to give with grace. People are 
in need throughout the year. During the holidays, we often focus more on helping 
others, since there are more opportunities readily available and constantly in front 
of us, reminding us of various needs. If we want to instill giving in our children, we 
should participate in giving throughout the year, seeking ways to give time and money 
to help those less fortunate. Begin this Christmas by connecting with charities or 
missions that you can invest in for a long time.

Let’s make giving real to our children by getting them involved and sharing in this 
incredible joy. There are many charities and mission projects that are geared towards 
helping children, especially at Christmas time. Consider giving gifts that give all year 
long. Encouraging a child to sponsor another child similar in age can be very effective. 
Take them to the store, let them pick out toys and clothes that they want, and let them 
help buy them with money they have earned or saved.

Teach children to give secretly. There should not be an expectation of gratitude 
for giving. We should always guide children to imitate Christ’s humility, found in 
Philippians 2:1-4 “Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, 
if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 
spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of 
the others.”

Teach your children to make a positive impact, support a worthy cause and give  
with a grateful heart this holiday season. One of the best ways to show gratitude to 
God is to serve Him through serving and giving to others. All blessings and gifts are 
graciously given to us by Him. “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9. 

T
SUSAN HESTER

12   F I R S T  |  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9



14   F I R S T  |  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9 fbcnewnan.org   15

M’Cheyne 365 Day Bible Reading Plan
(www.esv.org/biblereadingplans)

BIBLE READING PLAN

Into the 
Word
Dec 1 1 Chr 29, 2 Pet 3, Mic 6, Ps 107

Dec 2 2 Chr 1, 1 Jn 1, Mic 7, Ps 108-109

Dec 3 2 Chr 2, 1 Jn 2, Nahum 1, Ps 110-111

Dec 4 2 Chr 3-4, 1 Jn 3, Nahum 2, Ps 112-113

Dec 5 2 Chr 5, 1 Jn 4, Nahum 3, Ps 114-115

Dec 6 2 Chr 6, 1 Jn 5, Hab 1, Ps 116

Dec 7 2 Chr 7, 2 Jn 1, Hab 2, Ps 117-118

Dec 8 2 Chr 8, 3 Jn 1, Hab 3, Ps 119:1-24

Dec 9 2 Chr 9, Jude 1, Zeph 1, Ps 119:25-48

Dec 10 2 Chr 10, Rev 1, Zeph 2, Ps 119:49-72

Dec 11 2 Chr 11-12, Rev 2, Zeph 3, Ps 119:73-96

Dec 12 2 Chr 13, Rev 3, Hag 1, Ps 119:97-120

Dec 13 2 Chr 14-15, Rev 4, Hag 2, 
             Ps 119:121-144

Dec 14 2 Chr 16, Rev 5, Zech 1, Ps 119:145-176

Dec 15 2 Chr 17, Rev 6, Zech 2, Ps 120-122

Dec 16 2 Chr 18, Rev 7, Zech 3, Ps 123-125

Dec 17 2 Chr 19-20, Rev 8, Zech 4, Ps 126-128

Dec 18 2 Chr 21, Rev 9, Zech 5, Ps 129-131

Dec 19 2 Chr 22-23, Rev 10, Zech 6, Ps 132-134

Dec 20 2 Chr 24, Rev 11, Zech 7, Ps 135-136

Dec 21 2 Chr 25, Rev 12, Zech 8, Ps 137-138

Dec 22 2 Chr 26, Rev 13, Zech 9, Ps 139

Dec 23 2 Chr 27-28, Rev 14, Zech 10, Ps 140-141

Dec 24 2 Chr 29, Rev 15, Zech 11, Ps 142

Dec 25 2 Chr 30, Rev 16, Zech 12, Ps 143

Dec 26 2 Chr 31, Rev 17, Zech 13, Ps 144

Dec 27 2 Chr 32, Rev 18, Zech 14, Ps 145

Dec 28 2 Chr 33, Rev 19, Mal 1, Ps 146-147

Dec 29 2 Chr 34, Rev 20, Mal 2, Ps 148

Dec 30 2 Chr 35, Rev 21, Mal 3, Ps 149

Dec 31 2 Chr 36, Rev 22, Mal 4, Ps 150

December 2019
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Stephanie 

Tucker 
• Children’s Worship Leader

• Children’s Ministry Team Member

• VBS Teacher

• Camp Sonshine Counselor

• Nursery Worker

• 2nd Grade Sunday School Teacher

• Former 1st Grade Sunday School Teacher

• Former Children’s Intern

• FBC Member - 22

• Birth Date – September 19

• Husband - Bobby

• Children – Coltyn, Cheyden, Mackenzie

 

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

We Love Volunteers! 
They are the backbone of First Baptist, serving in countless ways to assist 

the staff and members in sharing the love of Christ with others – from 

serving on committees, helping with events, holding babies in the  

nursery or singing in the choir.

If you are interested in learning more about volunteering at FBC,  
please call the church office at 770-253-0797.
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WORLDVIEW COMMENTARY

ur culture is becoming 
increasingly secular. This 
announcement means 

there is an open attempt to either 
dismiss or reclassify the foundations 
upon which our nation was built. A 
secular society will use whatever is in 
its arsenal to get those institutions 
which are not secular to bend to their 
agenda. One of the primary weapons 
in their toolbox is money. As our 
society becomes increasingly secular, 
Christianity will inevitably “cost.” At 
the cost will come the collapse of a 
so-called “cultural Christianity” which 
is juxtaposed against “Bible-based 
Christianity.” The pressure provided 
by this increasingly secular worldview 
will not be all bad for Christians if it 
means the opportunity for us to clearly 
define ourselves in Christian terms 
rather than cultural terms baptized in 
Christian language. 

Those thoughts will be saved for 
another day. For now, Christians 
should take notice of the pressures 
coming our way captured in a recent 

New York Times article by Derek 
Bryson headlined: Adoption Groups 
Turn Away L.G.B.T. Bryson reports, 
“A proposed rule by the Trump 
administration would allow foster care 
and adoption agencies to deny their 
services to L.G.B.T. families on faith-
based grounds.” The article continues 
by reporting The Department of 
Health and Human Services released 
the proposed rule “which would role 
back a 2016 discrimination regulation 
instituted by the administration of 
President Barack Obama that included 
sexual orientation and gender identity. 
as protected classes.” This change is 
interpreted by Denise Brogan-Krator, 
chief policy officer at Family Equality, 
an advocacy organization for L.G.B.T. 
families, to mean any organization is 
“now free to discriminate.” 

The perspective represented 
by Denise Brogan-Krator can be 
expanded to reveal the rest of the 
story. Here is where Christians can 
learn to listen for the whole truth 
and all of its implications. The 

Adoption,
Christian Principles,
and the Cultural Pressure to Separate the Two

O
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actions by the administration seek to 
return the status of these laws before 
2016, meaning that organizations 
who advocate for adoption can do 
so without violating their religious 
conscience. When the law was passed 
in 2016, what was passed under the 
guise of tolerance has now been shown 
to be intolerant. Religious liberty is 
now in question. This point has been 
largely overlooked.

Parenthood has been redefined in 
the United States after the Obergefell 
Decision of 2015 where the Supreme 
Court decided to turn its back on what 
has defined marriage, and parenthood 
for millennia. The recent headline 
in the New York Times shows the 
outworking of the logic passed down 
by the Supreme Court as it applies to 
fostering and adopting children. 

Care for orphans predates the 
United States or any other modern 
government. Orphan care rises 
from a Christian worldview. Most 
agencies that support adoption were 
doing so before the government 
became involved. Christian ministries 
came about mostly due to a lack of 
concern from government. A culture 

of adoption came as a result of the 
Christian understanding of what God 
has done for us in Christ - calling 
orphans his sons and daughters so that 
we could call Him Father. 

We turn further to a recent cover 
story in World Magazine entitled: 
Surrendering to the State: When state 
officials demand U.S. foster agencies place 
children with same-sex couples, Catholic 
agencies refused. The largest evangelical 
agency did not. Jamie Dean tells the 
story of St. Vincent Catholic Charities 
in Michigan and Bethany Christian 
Services “an evangelical organization 
with offices in 35 states” who facilitates 
foster care for “more than 1,000 
children in Michigan.” Dean reports, 
“Earlier this year, the Christian groups 
faced a government ultimatum: accept 
applications from same-sex couples for 
foster care and foster care adoption or 
lose the legal right to conduct foster 
care in Michigan.” The next line in the 
article tells a huge story: “The Catholic 
group refused. Bethany complied.” 

World reports: “Bethany President 
Christian Palusky said his group was 
disappointed with the Michigan 
outcome but wanted to continue 

providing foster services to vulnerable 
children in the state.” World goes 
on to juxtapose these two agencies 
by reporting, “St. Vincent fought 
the Michigan mandate, citing the 
Catholic group’s religious beliefs.” 
The question we ask from a Christian 
worldview: Why did the evangelicals 
capitulate to the demands of the state, 
and why did the Catholics draw a line 
in the sand? 

There is a gospel imperative to be 
involved in adoption and fostering. 
Christians cannot engage as Christians 
if the state requires we operate while 
violating the very principles and 
convictions that push us to consider 
adoption and foster care in the first 
place. Bethany has set a precedent that 
causes cultural confusion. Our culture, 
trying to understand the convictional 
confessions of Christianity, now sees 
one group refusing to capitulate and 
the other group saying it is okay to say 
you are Christian even if in practice 
you are not. I am reminded of a quote 
often attributed to Martin Luther:

“If I profess with the loudest 
voice and clearest exposition 
every portion of the truth of God 

except precisely that little point 
which the world and the devil are 
at the moment attacking, I am 
not confessing Christ, however 
boldly I may be professing Christ. 
Where the battle rages, there the 
loyalty of the soldier is proved. 
And to be steady on all the battle 
fields besides is merely flight and 
disgrace if he flinches at that 
point.”

One final consideration. Bethany 
Christian Services, in surrendering to 
these demands effectively said, “we 
believe the Christian definition of 
marriage etc. but we choose to operate 
a different way.” Is our faith simply a 
matter of operational preference, or 
does what we believe mean anything at 
all? Practically, what if the day comes 
where our 501-C-3 status is called into 
question because of our convictional 
stance on the operation of our faith? 
Will we choose to define ourselves by 
the trends of the culture or be faithful 
to God and His Word? As Charles 
Stanley reminds us, “Obey God and 
leave all the consequence to Him.” 

A secular society will use whatever  
is in its arsenal to get those institutions who 

are not secular to bend to their agenda.

Will we choose to define ourselves  
by the trends of the culture or faithful  

to God and His Word? 

WORLDVIEW COMMENTARY
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