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INTRODUCTION

T
In This Issue

his month we invite you to consider 

the Christian understanding of 

humanity. Our current cultural 

climate demands that Christians think critically, 

clearly, and biblically about the question, 

“What does it mean to be human?” Christian 

confession says that life is a precious creation 

of God. He gives life as a gift, a gift that he 

defines, that he controls, and a gift that begins 

at the moment of conception. Every person 

is created with dignity, a dignity we must 

encourage them to seek. True dignity can 

only come from Jesus. Scripture begins with 

the creation to show us our purpose. Life is 

finding and living in that purpose.
Consider these truths about the Christian understanding of humanity:

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them. Genesis 1:27

“Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man 
in his own image. Genesis 9:6

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated 
you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”  Jeremiah 1:5 (ESV)

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; 
my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being 
made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my 
unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were 
formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. Psalm 139:14–16

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 1 John 4:9–11
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have met “Jane Roe” (Roe v. Wade). She spoke to a 
capacity crowd in my last church, Central Baptist, 
Sanford, Florida. Her real name is Norma McCorvey.  

Before the service, Norma (Jane Roe) and Andrea 
Krazeise, founder and director of The Pregnancy Center, 
thepregnancycenters.com in Sanford, Florida, came to my 
office for prayer.

Nervous and tearful, Norma told me her story.  For most of 
her adult life, she had been the victim of lawyers and abortionists. SHE DID NOT 
HAVE AN ABORTION. She had the baby, who was eventually adopted. She did, 
however, seek an abortion of her unborn infant.  

In 1969, when Norma was 21, attorneys Linda Coffee and Sarah Weddington 
were looking for pregnant women who wanted abortions. Norma’s vulnerability 
made her the ideal pawn for these two young and ambitious lawyers looking for a 
plaintiff with whom they could challenge the Texas state law prohibiting abortion. 
The case was tried in the courts for three years before it reached the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Norma (Jane Roe) never attended a single trial. 

Shortly before I met Norma, she had trusted Jesus as her savior and was baptized 
in a backyard swimming pool. Two days after her baptism, she announced that 
she had quit her job at the abortion clinic where she worked, and had become an 
advocate for the campaign to make abortion illegal.

In her book, Won by Love Norma explains the change of her stance on abortion:
I was sitting in O.R.’s office when I noticed a fetal development poster. 
The progression was obvious, the eyes were so sweet. It hurt my heart just 
looking at them. I ran outside and finally, it dawned on me. ‘Norma’, 
I said to myself, ‘They’re right’. I had worked with pregnant women 
for years. I had been through three pregnancies and deliveries myself. 
I should have known. Yet something in that poster made me lose my 

I

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR

RealThe

 Jane Roe
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breath. I kept seeing the picture of that tiny 
10-week-old embryo and I said to myself, that’s 
a baby! It’s as if blinders just fell off my eyes 
and I suddenly understood the truth – that’s a 
baby!

Norma saw the dignity God has placed in every 
human being, born and unborn.  She died of heart 
failure on February 18, 2017. She now worships around 
the throne of God with the little ones who 
were killed because of a law attributed 
to her pseudonym. I look forward to 
seeing Norma 
again, alongside 
these precious 
children.

Yours because of Jesus,

Pastor Jimmy

“I kept seeing the picture of that tiny 
10-week-old embryo and I said to myself, 
that’s a baby! It’s as if blinders just fell 
off my eyes and I suddenly understood 
the truth – that’s a baby!”

NORMA MCCORVEY (JANE ROE)

fbcnewnan.org   5
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COVER STORY
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Can It Happen

Here?
How a case of  
religious liberty in  
the Netherlands  
demonstrates what  
is bound to come  
to America.  

By Andy Brown

In 2017, concerned over the recent 
confusion over gender, sexuality, 
and marriage a group of evangelical 

Christians wrote and adopted what 
has become known as The Nashville 
Statement. Its preamble says:

“Know that the LORD Himself is 
God; It is He who has made us, and 
not we ourselves…” –Psalm 100:3
Evangelical Christians at the 
dawn of the twenty-first century 
find themselves living in a 
period of historic transition. As 
Western culture has become 
increasingly post-Christian, it 
has embarked upon a massive 

fbcnewnan.org   7
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COVER STORY

Can it Happen Here?

revision of what it means to 
be a human being. By and 
large the spirit of our age no 
longer discerns or delights in 
the beauty of God’s design for 
human life. Many deny that 
God created human beings 
for his glory, and that his good 
purposes for us include our 
personal and physical design 
as male and female. It is 
common to think that human 
identity as male and female 
is not part of God’s beautiful 
plan, but is, rather, an 
expression of an individual’s 
autonomous preferences. The 
pathway to full and lasting 
joy through God’s good 
design for his creatures is 
thus replaced by the path of 
shortsighted alternatives that, 
sooner or later, ruin human 
life and dishonor God.

This document takes on many issues 
facing Christians today and does so in 
a way that both toes the line of biblical 
orthodoxy and encourages Christians 
to think biblically of the challenges 
that we face. Many of the challenges 
that have reached the shores of 
America have long since been issues 
in European countries. In January 
of this year (2019), news came from 

the Netherlands that 250 Christian 
leaders who have signed the Nashville 
Statement are now facing opposition 
for doing so. On January 7, 2019, The 
Dutch News released an article with 
the ominous headline: “Prosecutors 
to decide if Nashville anti-gay charter 
breaches Dutch Law.” The article goes 
on to say: 

“The prosecution service 
is examining whether the 
Nashville Statement on 
marriage and sexuality 
breaches the law after a 
recent Dutch translation 
was condemned by equality 
organizations. The document, 
signed by around 250 
hardline Protestant ministers, 
states that marriage is 
the ‘covenantal, sexual, 
procreative, lifelong union 
of one man and one woman’ 
and that ‘it is sinful to approve 
of homosexual impurity or 
transgenderism.’ 

Christians should note that the 
words intended to be inflammatory to 
describe so-called “hardline Protestant 
ministers” are those that represent 
the consistent Christian teaching on 
gender, marriage, and sexuality for the 
past 2,000 years! 

The article goes on to tell us that 
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example of just how far Dutch culture 
has descended into secularism. The 
Kuyperian Netherlands is no more; 
what has replaced them is a society 
ready to prosecute 250 Christians for 
being Christian. 

I leave you with Al Mohler’s warning: 
“There are many in the 
United States who would say, 
“Well, that’s the Netherlands, 
it can’t have anything to do 
with Christians in the United 
States.” But of course it can. 
Remember that back in 2001, 
when in the Netherlands 
same-sex marriage was 
legalized, even many who 
later became avid proponents 
of same-sex marriage, said 
in 2001, “It can’t happen 
here.” But it did happen here. 
Nationwide in 2015 with the 
Obergefell decision handed 
down by the US Supreme 
Court. The difference 
between 2001 and 2015 is 
only 14 years. Consider that 
an ominous warning as you 
consider this headline news 
story from the Netherlands.”

Article 1 of the Dutch Constitution 
states that, 

Discrimination on the 
grounds of religion, belief, 
political opinion, race or 
sex or on any other grounds 
whatsoever shall not be 
permitted.

Did you catch it? How can there not 
be “discrimination on any grounds?” 
What about discriminating against 
those who hold to a view consistent 
to 2,000 years of Christian teaching? 
As Al Mohler rightly notes in his 
episode of The Briefing, “the very fact 
that the Dutch prosecution service is 
considering charges against those who 
hold to historic Christianity shows you 
just what kind of agenda is actually 
behind that kind of language.”

Seminary introduced me to Abraham 
Kuyper (Ky-per). Kuyper was arguably 
one of the most influential theologians 
of the 20th century. Kuyper was also 
the Prime Minister, of the Netherlands. 
Kuyper advocated a doctrine known as 
“sphere sovereignty” which encouraged 
Christians to interact with their cultures 
not pull away from them. Kuyper, the 
theologian turned Prime Minister, is an 

“There are many in the United States who  
would say, ‘Well, that’s the Netherlands, it  
can’t have anything to do with Christians  

in the United States.’ But of course it can.”
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LEE CHITWOOD
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“O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched 
you, that ye should not obey the truth, before 
whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set 
forth, crucified among you? This only would 
I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the 
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 

Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, 
are ye now made perfect by the flesh?”

GALATIANS 3 (KJV)

BODY, MIND 
&SPIRIT

ur bodies 
and the 
experiences 

we endure predicate so 
much of our decision 
making in this life. 

Though we consist of mind, body 
and spirit, it is our ailing bodies that 
affect how and what we want to and 
can do. We know that the apostle 
Paul talks about the weakness of the 
flesh in regards to temptation to sin 

(Romans 7:14-16) and I find myself all 
too often, like Paul, being a “slave to 
sin.” But what about being led by the 
Spirit? Aren’t we, who house the Spirit 
of God, perpetually doing the “right 
thing?” 

When Jesus was with the disciples in 
the garden, He labored in prayer. He 
had asked the disciples to pray with 
Him. These 12 had become his closest 
friends and now, facing what He knew 
to be His crucifixion, He desired for 

O
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comfort and intercession from them 
but their bodies were too weak “the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak” (Luke 22:40-46). Twice they fell 
asleep instead of praying. They could 
not fully understand nor could they 
muster the physical energy needed for 
intercession.

When we eat meals together we 
always have a blessing. This, whether 
it is at home or at a restaurant, is 
just how Andrea and I were raised. 
But every once in a while something 
happens to where we get called away 
from the table, a phone rings, or a 
crunched schedule has us scrambling 
to “shove food and run” and giving 
thanks to God just didn’t happen or at 
least not as a corporate, family prayer. 
It’s amazing how I feel so guilty that 
we didn’t pray. I allow a common 
practice or ritual of prayer to cloud 
my knowledge that I/we can pray 
anytime and anywhere. This may not 
be the best comparison to what Paul 
is saying to the Galatians, but we see 
that the Galatians were still looking 
to the law and it’s practices to satisfy 
their need for forgiveness and a right 
relationship with God. Paul reminds 
them and us that our relationship with 
God, through the person of Jesus, is 
one in which we hunger to spend time 
with Him. We have already been blood 

bought by our trust in Christ and our 
desire to acknowledge our Redeemer 
when we eat, worship, “when we rise or 
lie down” (Psalm 113:3) should be our 
purpose. 

Our human bodies are not perfect. 
We pray for good health, try to eat 
right, exercise and sleep every night, 
but still our bodies get in the way of 
our “perfect” worship of God. Paul 
reminds us as he writes to the church 
in Rome “to present our bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God which is 
your reasonable service.” (Romans 12:1). 
It is through our living and living for 
Christ that we find ourselves obedient, 
renewed and fulfilled. Have you lived 
for Christ today or for yourself? It’s a 
choice we have to make every, single 
day but oh, the joy we will experience 
if we continue to endure, praying for 
each other and keeping our eyes  
upon Jesus!

All the way my Savior leads me 
What have I to ask beside? 
Can I doubt His faithful mercies? 
Who through life has been my guide 
Heavenly peace, divinest comfort 
Ere by faith in Him to dwell 
For I know whate’er fall me 
Jesus doeth all things well
All of the way my Savior leads me 
And He cheers each winding path I tread 
Gives me strength for every trial 

LEE CHITWOOD

Body, Mind& Spirit
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And He feeds me with the living bread 
And though my weary steps may falter 
And my soul a-thirst may be 
Gushing from a rock before me 
Though a spirit joy I see
And all the way my  
Savior leads me 
Oh, the fullness of His love 
Perfect rest in me is promised 

“It is through our living and  
living for Christ that we find 
ourselves obedient, renewed  
and fulfilled. Have you lived  

for Christ today or for yourself?”

Body, Mind& Spirit

In my Father’s house above 
When my spirit clothed immortal 
Wings it’s flight through the realms 
of the day This my song through  
endless ages Jesus led me all 
the way - Rich Mullins

fbcnewnan.org   13
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ERIC MARSTON

t all started with the faithful prayers of my Grandma. Every 
time I get the opportunity to share my story of how Jesus 
Christ changed my life, I always mention the faithful prayers 

of my godly Grandma. But even as the prayers for my salvation 
began before I was born, it wasn’t until the age of 6 that I made a 
profession of faith. This profession of faith happened after I was 

confronted by a friend on the church bus heading to an activity. He said, “If you 
don’t want to go to hell, you need to say this prayer.” Of course I did not want to 
go to this horrible place he called hell, so we prayed a prayer and following that 
prayer I became what I understand now to be a false convert. Not possessing the 
slightest understanding of what I was accepting, receiving and or doing, I truly 
thought I escaped hell and was on my way to heaven.

Throughout my years in elementary school up through the 10th grade, I was 
considered a good kid who behaved and did just about everything my teachers 
and my parents asked of me. Today, the family I grew up in would be considered 
a normal family where everyone lived under the same roof but lived entirely 
separate in our relationships with one another. We were busy to the point that 
there was no margin to just sit and connect relationally as a family. It wasn’t 
until the 11th grade that I began to pull away from my family and connect in 
relationships and friendships with the wrong group.  

As I immersed myself further into relationships and friendships with these 
friends who knew nothing of Jesus Christ and what He did for them, I began to 
embrace their values and ways. I lived this way until I had an event happen in my 
life that woke me up to the point where I made a decision to entirely pull away 
from this group of friends and reassess what I was doing with my life. It was at 
this point that my praying Grandma asked me if I would go to a week-long camp 

Humanity

 Gospelthe&
Our

I



14   F I R S T  |  M a y  2 0 1 9 fbcnewnan.org   15

to Summit Ministries in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado.  
Little did I know this was a camp 
that was for students (ages 16-25) 
designed to help them explore 
issues impacting faith, 
identity and purpose.  

A few days into my time at 
Summit Ministries, I heard 
the true message of the Gospel. 
It wasn’t a message I heard as a child that 
if you would just pray this prayer you 
can escape hell and go to 
heaven. This was not even a 
forgiveness only Gospel detached 
from counting the cost, taking up 
your cross and following Jesus. 
This was a Gospel that spoke to the 
core of my humanity. It was a message that 
began with Romans 3:10-12 and said, As 
it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not 
one; There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. They have all turned 
aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.”  
This was a message that began with the bad news of the sinfulness of my humanity 
and followed with the good news of Jesus Christ and what He did for me through 
His death, burial and resurrection.  

For me to get to this point in my life where I was able to understand the depth 
of my sinfulness and the beauty of the Gospel, it took 20 plus years of prayer from 
a faithful and obedient grandparent. A grandparent who was willing to listen and 
wait for the right time to step into my life and offer me a gift that would lead to a 
free gift extended to me from the only person that could change sinful humanity 
into a now forgiven and loved child of God. The Gospel has everything to do with 
our humanity. The Gospel calls us beyond just receiving forgiveness to a life that 
Jesus expressed to His disciples and to us when He said in Luke 9:23-24, Then 
he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me will save it. The Gospel really does change everything and that 
everything includes our lives.
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M’Cheyne 365 Day Bible Reading Plan
(www.esv.org/biblereadingplans)

BIBLE READING PLAN

Into the 
Word

May 1 | Num 8, Ps 44, Sng 6, Heb 6

May 2 | Num 9, Ps 45, Sng 7, Heb 7

May 3 | Num 10, Ps 46-47, Sng 8, Heb 8

May 4 | Num 11, Ps 48, Isa 1, Heb 9

May 5 | Num 12-13, Ps 49, Isa 2, Heb 10

May 6 | Num 14, Ps 50, Isa 3-4, Heb 11

May 7 | Num 15, Ps 51, Isa 5, Heb 12

May 8 | Num 16, Ps 52-54, Isa 6, Heb 13

May 9 | Num 17-18, Ps 55, Isa 7, Jas 1

May 10 | Num 19, Ps 56-57, Isa 8, Jas 2

May 11 | Num 20, Ps 58-59, Isa 9, Jas 3

May 12 | Num 21, Ps 60-61, Isa 10, Jas 4

May 13 | Num 22, Ps 62-63, Isa 11-2, Jas 5

May 14 | Num 23, Ps 64-65, Isa 13, 1 Pet 1

May 15 | Num 24, Ps 66-67, Isa 14, 1 Pet 2

May 16 | Num 25, Ps 68, Isa 15, 1 Pet 3

May 17 | Num 26, Ps 69, Isa 16, 1 Pet 4

May 18 | Num 27, Ps 70-71, Isa 17-18, 1 Pet 5

May 19 | Num 28, Ps 72, Isa 19-20, 2 Pet 1

May 20 | Num 29, Ps 73, Isa 21, 2 Pet 2

May 21 | Num 30, Ps 74, Isa 22, 2 Pet 3

May 22 | Num 31, Ps 75-76, Isa 23, 1 Jn 1

May 23 | Num 32, Ps 77, Isa 24, 1 Jn 2

May 24 | Num 33, Ps 78:1-39, Isa 25, 1 Jn 3

May 25 | Num 34, Ps 78:40-72, Isa 26, 1 Jn 4

May 26 | Num 35, Ps 79, Isa 27, 1 Jn 5

May 27 | Num 36, Ps 80, Isa 28, 2 Jn 1

May 28 | Deut 1, Ps 81-82, Isa 29, 3 Jn 1

May 29 | Deut 2, Ps 83-84, Isa 30, Jude 1

May 30 | Deut 3, Ps 85, Isa 31, Rev 1

May 31 | Deut 4, Ps 86-87, Isa 32, Rev 2

May 2019

Photo by Ben White on Unsplash
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Pattie  
Wheeler
• 12th Grade Sunday School Teacher

• AV Ministry 

• VBS Volunteer

• FBC Member 22 years

• Birth Date – October 13

• Husband – Fred

• Children – Ben & Andrew

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

We Love Volunteers! 
They are the backbone of First Baptist, serving in countless ways to assist 

the staff and members in sharing the love of Christ with others – from 

serving on committees, helping with events, holding babies in the  

nursery or singing in the choir.

If you are interested in learning more about volunteering at FBC,  
please call the church office at 770-253-0797.
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R E V I E W

BOOKS & RESOURCES
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Becoming Human 
Meditations on Christian  
Anthroplology in Word and Image

John Behr 
2013, St Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 110 pgs

With unique accessibility, John Behr invites us to consider the Christian 
understanding of what it means to be human by tracing the earliest 
interpretation of the biblical texts. The reader is introduced to such patriarchs 
of our faith as Irenaeus, Ignatius, and Augustine. 

Within 110 pages, the reader is introduced to short quotes, Christian art, and 
profound understandings of the Christian understanding of humanity.  
In Behr’s words: 

“This book reflects upon various dimensions and implications of the astounding fact 
that Christ shows us what it is to be God by the way he dies as a human being, and in so 
doing, simultaneously shows us what it is to be a human being, freely choosing to ground 
our life and existence in the self-sacrificial love that is God’s.”

This book even has pictures! We hope you will take the opportunity to 
consider this exquisite treatment of Christian anthropology.  

R E V I E W
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ON MY
SHELF

The Case For Life
 
by Scott Klusendorf

BOOKS & RESOURCES

JIMMY PATTERSON

Recovering Biblical  
Manhood &  
Womanhood

by John Piper &
Wayne Grudem 

ANDY BROWN

The Gospel 
According to Jesus

by John MacArthur

ERIC MARSTON

A sample of what  
our staff is reading.

Finally Alive

by John Piper

ANDY BROWN
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A sample of what  
our staff is reading.

Unified 

by Tim Scott 
& Trey Goudy

LEE CHITWOOD

SUSAN HESTER

Moments ‘til Midnight

by Brent Crowe

TREY PATE

Ana Stilwell’s
Greatest Adventure 
 
by J. W. Jenkins

The Genesis Flood

by John C. Whitcomb  
& Henry M. Morris

STAN GILLCASH

Darwin’s Black Box

Michael J. Behe

STAN GILLCASH

My So-Called Life
as a Proverbs 31 Wife

by Sara Horn

ROBIN FARR
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ABORTION: 
A Failure to Love My  
Unborn Neighbor

Take a careful look at Luke 10:25-37. The parable 
of the Good Samaritan is familiar to nearly 
everyone, even non-churchgoers. Everyone thinks 

they get it. Socialists say its about the redistribution of wealth. 
Conservatives say its about giving more to charity. Religious 
people say its about helping the poor with Christian love. Truth is, 
we all need to take a closer look. If the text ruins your day, you get it. 

The primary context of the passage is not social justice. It’s salvation.  
A lawyer schooled in the Mosaic Law challenges Jesus with a question, 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus gives a chilling answer. 
“What’s written in the law? How do you read it?” The lawyer knows exactly 
what Jesus is driving at and answers correctly: “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 
and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus affirms his 
answer with devastating clarity. “Do this, and you will live.” 

Whoa. Why did Jesus answer that way? The lawyer just asked how to get 
to heaven and Jesus says nothing about the gospel. He tells the man go do 
what the Law of God demands. Love God perfectly. Love your neighbor 
perfectly. Then, you will live. We find out why Jesus said this in the next 
verse. The man was self-righteous.

When the lawyer attempts to justify himself by asking, “Who is my 
neighbor?,” Jesus replies with the parable of the Good Samaritan. The parable 

By Scott Klusendorf

WORLDVIEW COMMENTARY

fbcnewnan.org   23
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WORLDVIEW COMMENTARY

flips the question from “Who is my 
neighbor?” to “Am I a good neighbor?”

Here is where it gets real.  If we 
think the story is simply about showing 
kindness to poor people, we have 
another thing coming. Take another 
look at verses 30-37. The love Jesus 
illustrates here is perfection: flawless 
self-sacrifice, flawless love for someone 
who hates you (remember, Jews despise 
Samaritans), flawless, unlimited 
financial sacrifice for the needs of a 
complete stranger, 
flawless giving of 
our time—not 
just once, but 
every day without 
fail. Nothing else 
is acceptable to 
the law of God. 
Problem is, who 
loves like that? The 
lawyer should have 
fallen to his knees and cried out,  
“Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner!” 
But instead, he seeks to justify himself.

We have a real conundrum. The 
Bible says without righteousness, no 
one will enter the Kingdom of God. 
It then says there is none righteous. 
Applied to the topic of abortion, 
the parable of the Good Samaritan 
is bad news for everyone reading 
this sentence. Whether you’ve had 
an abortion or not, no one in our 
church—or, anywhere on the planet—

loves their unborn neighbor or any 
neighbor the way the law of God 
demands. The best pro-life advocate 
you know fails the test. Mother Teresa 
fails the test. The local pregnancy 
center director fails the test. I fail that 
test. In short, we are not righteous.

There’s only one fix for our 
failure to love righteously. We 
need what Luther called an “alien 
righteousness”—not something 
out of a popular horror flick—but 

a righteousness 
outside of us 
that we can’t 
manufacture. 
Thankfully, the 
righteousness 
we need is the 
righteousness God 
provides through 
Jesus. “But now the 
righteousness of God 

has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear 
witness to it—the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe” (Romans 3:21-22). Here we 
have the perfect alien righteousness. 
And it’s a gift! We aren’t made 
righteous by doing good stuff. We’re 
declared righteous because God 
provided a perfect substitute to stand 
in our place condemned. Paul writes 
in Romans 4:5, “But to the one who 
does not work, but believes in Him who 

Whether you’ve had an 
abortion or not, no one in 
our church—or, anywhere 
on the planet—loves their 
unborn neighbor or any 
neighbor the way the law  

of God demands.
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justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited 
as righteousness.”  You read that right. 
God is in the business of justifying the 
ungodly—sinners like you and me who 
fail to love. Forget about justifying 
yourself. We have grace greater than all 
our sin.

That’s a game changer! Post-abortive 
men and women can now experience 
true forgiveness knowing that God 
accepts them on the basis of Christ’s 
righteousness, not their own. Listen, if 
you’ve participated 
in an abortion 
decision—whether 
you’re a man who 
encouraged a 
woman to abort 
or a woman who 
made that decision 
because you 
thought you had no 
other way out— 
I have incredibly good news for you. 
When you trust Jesus to save you, God 
the Father is no longer your judge. He’s 
your dad, and He adopts you into His 
family as a dearly loved child. 

If we truly understand the gospel, 
our motivation for loving our unborn 
neighbor changes from merit to 
gratitude. As adopted sons and 
daughters of God, we don’t do pro-
life work to earn God’s favor; we do it 
because we have God’s favor. Through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, we 

become more Christ-like in our love for 
our neighbor.

All this is amazing news, but we’ll 
never appreciate it without a good hard 
look at ourselves through the parable 
of the Good Samaritan. We need to 
repent. 

We need to repent for justifying 
ourselves. We’re sinners who haven’t 
loved the unborn as we should and no 
one likes to face that. It’s easy to see 
why. Our culture teaches us to celebrate 

sin! Feminist 
Katha Pollitt says 
we should stop 
apologizing for 
abortion. After all, 
vacuuming out your 
womb is no different 
than vacuuming 
out your house! We 
also have “Shout 
Your Abortion” and 

“Kids, Meet Someone Who’s Had an 
Abortion”—all attempts to justify sin. 
And just when you thought it couldn’t 
get worse, “Christian” abortionist 
Dr. Willie Parker declares himself a 
“Good Samaritan” to women wanting 
abortions. The deception here is 
breathtaking. Abortionists are not 
Good Samaritans. They are substitute 
saviors. 

Substitute saviors can’t save us. Only 
Jesus can. Run to Him as your only 
hope.

Post-abortive men and 
women can now experience 
true forgiveness knowing  

that God accepts them 
on the basis of Christ’s 

righteousness, not  
their own.
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MAY EVENTS

National Day of Prayer 
MAY 2 | 7:30 AM | PRAYER BREAKFAST | FBC FELLOWSHIP HALL
12:00 PM | COMMUNITY PRAYER SERVICE | GREENVILLE STREET PARK

Race for Orphans 
MAY 4 | 8:00 AM | COWETA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Music & Missions Recognition Service
MAY 5 | 5:30 PM | MAIN SANCTUARY

Last Night of Music & Mission \ Impact \ Wednesday Night Supper – 
Good News Musical 
MAY 8 | 5:30 PM | WAREHOUSE 

Revelation Choir Concert
MAY 10 | 6:30 PM | MONARCH HOUSE

Parent/Child Dedication ~ Mother’s Day
MAY 12 | 10:50 AM WORSHIP SERVICE | MAIN SANCTUARY
(Special Offering for Georgia Baptist Children’s Home)

Kindergarten Graduation 
MAY 13 | 9:30 AM | WAREHOUSE

SOTA Recitals
MAY 13 | 5:30 PM | GUITAR RECITAL | HISTORIC SANCTUARY | STUDENTS OF BRIAN MESLER
7:00 PM | VOICE RECITAL | HISTORIC SANCTUARY | STUDENTS OF LEE & ANDREA CHITWOOD 

Pre-K Graduation 
MAY 14 | 6:30 PM | WAREHOUSE

SOTA Recitals
MAY 14 | 6:00 PM | PIANO, BRASS & SAXOPHONE RECITAL | HISTORIC SANCTUARY | STUDENTS OF BRIAN 
COSKI, ADAM & ERIN FENTON AND ALEX TRUITT

Revelation Choir Concert \ Prayer Meeting  
MAY 15 | 6:00 PM | MAIN SANCTUARY

Royal Ambassadors Lock-in
MAY 17-18  

Royal Ambassadors Car Wash 
MAY 18 | 8:30 AM -12:00 PM | SIDE PARKING LOT | PROCEEDS TO GEORGIA BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME

Senior Recognition Service  
MAY 19 | 10:50 AM WORSHIP SERVICE | MAIN SANCTUARY

NHS Baccalaureate Service
MAY 19 | 2:00 PM | MAIN SANCTUARY 

SOTA Recitals 
MAY 23 | 6:00 PM | STRINGS RECITAL | HISTORIC SANCTUARY | STUDENTS OF VIOLA PIKE

Memorial Day \ Church Offices Closed
MAY 27 
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