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INTRODUCTION

D
In This Issue

o you owe God anything? The right 

perspective will say, “yes, we owe 

God everything.” Does God require 

anything from you? God requires everything…

our everything. One of the most significant ways 

to give God everything is to go through life with 

an attitude of thankfulness. The redeemed of 

the Lord have much for which to be thankful.  

We recognize we have been given much.  

From those who have been given much; much 

is required. The challenge of the much that 

is required is captured well in one sentence. 

Colossians 3:15 says, “And be thankful.” 

As we enter into the season of  

Thanksgiving, First Baptist Newnan wants to 

take the opportunity to consider Thankfulness. We hope you will find  

the articles both challenging and encouraging. This edition will have 

succeeded if, after reading, you have a sense of thankfulness welling  

up within your heart.
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ow did Thanksgiving get started in America? You 
might be surprised to know that this important 
holiday was born out of a context of suffering.

In 1623, Governor William Bradford called the pilgrims 
together for a day of prayer and thanksgiving. During their 
first winter in the new world, half of those settlers died of 
sickness and starvation. The previous winter, food was rationed 
to five kernels of corn per person, per day.  

Can you imagine how those famished immigrants must have savored each 
morsel of corn, carefully guiding their teeth to surgically puncture each kernel, 
slowly allowing the sweetness of its juice to wash over each taste bud, rolling the 
textured flower stalk (pedicel) and germ over their tongue before gradually 
swallowing the hull, drawing strength from the glutenous starch? When you are 
hungry, you gratefully pay attention to every minute detail of what you eat. It is an 
intentional act.

Today, we rush from one fast-food drive-through to another. Without a thought, 
we hurriedly bolt down what we eat, not once offering God a prayer of thanks. We 
stuff two and three French fries in our mouth at once, not even chewing them. We 
don’t stop long enough to reflect on how God has blessed us.  

If you were to hold five kernels of corn in your hand, representing five things, 
you were grateful for this holiday, what would they be? It is a shame that we have 
to rack our brains, trying to come up with five blessings in our life.

Let me help you get started with some suggestions:
1. Jesus, your Lord, and Savior.
2. Another day of life. Don’t take it for granted.
3. Family
4. First Baptist Church
5. Freedom. So many others don’t have it. You are blessed.

Gratefully,

H

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR
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hat is it about receiving 
a physical card in the 

mail that makes us giddy 
with anticipation? Is it because it may 
possibly contain monetary gifts, or 
because of the sentiment behind the 
card? I must confess that growing up, 
I would always hope for the former 
rather than the latter. Now that I’m 
older, the sentiment within the card 
and those words, from a loving friend 
or family member, have a greater 
meaning. Maybe it’s “maturing with 
age” that I now find myself more 

Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Christ Jesus,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi,  

including the overseers and deacons: Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always  

offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, in 

view of your  participation in the gospel from the first day 

until now. For I am confident of this very thing, that  

He who began a good work in you will perfect it  

until the day of Christ Jesus.

Philippians 1:1-6

sentimental. Or maybe, just maybe it’s 
the instilment of being grateful for 
what we are given. My parents instilled 
this in me from an early age. I will 
never forget my dad telling me, “If you 
borrow something from someone, you 
should be grateful they allowed you to 
use it. When you’re done, make sure 
to return it better than you received 
it.” I was taught to say “thank you” for 
even the smallest gesture like receiving 
my lunch while at school from the 
lunchroom ladies, someone holding
a door for me at the post office or even 

LEE CHITWOOD

W
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my wife washing and folding clothes 
for our family. Has being grateful lost 
its place in our society? Have we grown 
accustomed to having everything 
given to us so much so that we are now 
numb to a simple gesture of gratitude?

Paul and Timothy remind us, in 
their letters to the church in Philippi, 
that being thankful for each other 
is not to be taken for granted. Paul 
was in prison at the time of the letter, 
yet with genuine gratitude, shows his 
appreciation for those in the church. 
Our love and appreciation for each 
other is a testimony to God. Jesus said, 
“A new commandment I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved you, 
so also you must love one another. By 
this, all men will know that you are My 
disciples if you love one another.” In 
John 13:35. It is our appreciation for 
each other that tells the world who  
we are. 

    Our lifestyle of being grateful 
doesn’t happen by chance. We must 
work to show our gratitude. Paul did 
not have to say what he did to the 
church in Philippi, but think about 
how impactful his words were to the 
church. Here, a man in prison, was 

giving praise and thanks to God for 
his friends. Here, in a time of physical 
persecution to Christians, they are 
cherishing each other. Not knowing 
from day to day if they might live 
because they profess “Jesus as Lord.” 
How much more should we, the  
modern-day church in the greatest 
country in the world, live a life of  
gratitude for everything for which God 
has blessed us. We thank God for each 
other and most of all thank Him for 
the redemption we receive from our 
greatest Friend even the Lord, Jesus, 
himself.

There is a redeemer
Jesus, God’s own Son
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah
Holy One
Jesus my redeemer
Name above all names
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah
Oh, for sinners slain
Thank you, oh my father
For giving us Your Son
And leaving Your Spirit
‘Til the work on Earth is done
-    Melody Green

 Have we grown accustomed to having 
everything given to us so much so  
that we are now numb to a simple  

gesture of gratitude?
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Iam very thankful to be a part of a church body that loves 
Jesus and desires to follow and love Him with all their 
“heart, soul, mind, and strength.” Though we love Jesus and 

desire to follow Him, we often do not fully understand why we 
face difficult circumstances in our lives. As I was reading Mark 
Howell’s “Christ-Centered Exposition” commentary of 1 & 2 
Thessalonians, I came across the powerful verse 1 Thessalonians 
5:18. It says, “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.” Let me share Mark Howell’s 
commentary concerning this verse. 

He says, “At first blush, this appears to be a very unusual 
command. Given how tough life is, we might wonder how it 
could even be possible for a person to give thanks for everything.  
While we may concede the need to give thanks for some things, 
we would certainly question the legitimacy of giving thanks for 
all things. When we read the verse carefully; however, we might 
be surprised to learn that Paul says we are to “give thanks in 
everything” and not for everything. This imperative speaks more 
about our perspective toward life than it does about our attitude 
toward our circumstances. To obey this command, we must keep 
the big picture in view, and to keep the big picture in view we 
must understand how God’s providence works.”  

J.I. Packer defines providence as, “The unceasing activity of 
the Creator whereby, in overflowing bounty and goodwill, He 
upholds His creatures in ordered existence, guides and governs 
all events, circumstances and free acts of angels and men, and 
directs everything to its appointed goal, for his own glory.”

Calvin states it a little more succinctly when he writes, “For 
what is fitter or more suitable for pacifying us, than when we 
learn that God embraces us in Christ so tenderly, that He turns to 
our advantage and welfare everything that befalls us?”

ERIC MARSTON
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TREY PATE

he Friday after Thanksgiving has always been a day of 
traditions in our family. This day would normally be marked 
by the changing of leaves and a family gathering. It would be 

celebrated by a morning hunt for the guys, Black Friday shopping for 
the girls, and preparation for the University of Georgia versus Georgia 
Tech showdown that would take place the following day. However,  
in 2015, this day would be remembered because it was anything  
but normal. 

Earlier in the spring, my aunt had received the news that she had 
been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. She fought with everything 
she had, but after months of treatment at Cancer Treatment Center 

of America in Newnan and regular 
doctor visits in Albany, the family had 
been called to her bedside to enjoy 
our last moments with her. As we 
gathered together, there were many 
tears shed and many stories told. 
There was the intense pain of a wife 
and a mother’s life cut short. Yet, 
there was also a sense of joy because 
her body, ravaged by cancer, would 
soon be made new in the presence of 
her Lord. 

That day, as we gathered together 
in Georgia, the worst news imaginable 
would come from the other side of 
our family in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Our six-year-old nephew had been 
experiencing stomach pain for the last 
couple of weeks. After being dismissed 
by several primary care doctors and 
pediatricians, the unbearable pain 
would lead him to the emergency 
room on the night of Thanksgiving. 
Early that Friday morning, we received 
a call that they had found several 
tumors on our nephew’s lungs, heart, 
pancreas, and other organs. The 
coming days would lead to the doctors 
confirming our worst fear, cancer. 

The day that was normally marked 
by joyous family gatherings, hunting, 
and shopping was instead marked 
by pain and tragedy. While we were 
coming to the end of one cancer 

journey, another one was just 
beginning. As Crystal and I walked 
around the pasture at the family farm, 
every question imaginable came into 
our minds, beginning with “Why?” 
However, as we continued to walk, I 
distinctly remember saying, “I do not 
know how people who do not know 
Jesus make it through these moments.” 

As followers of Christ, we have a 
hope found only in the empty tomb. 
We have hope because the trials, 
tribulations, and circumstances that 
this world presents are only temporary. 
We have the hope of eternity with 
Christ. Therefore, we can confidently 
live out Paul’s words to the church at 
Thessalonica when he says, “Rejoice 
always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). 

Christians, no matter what 
circumstances we find ourselves in, we 
can live lives marked by rejoicing and 
thankfulness because of the eternal, 
living hope that we have in Christ. This 
was true for our family during cancer 
journeys that resulted in the loss of a 
loved one and the good news of our 
nephew being in remission. It is also 
true for everyone who is a follower of 
Christ because the hope of the empty 
tomb is hope for today and eternity.
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SUSAN HESTER

The Lord asks us to be thankful 
for all things. The “all” things are 
the things that can be hard to find 
thankfulness in, whether it’s huge 
losses or just life irritations. If we can 
truly open ourselves to thankfulness 
when we go before the Lord in prayer, 
we acknowledge all that He is, the 
creator. We acknowledge that He is the 
one who is in control. We should be 
thankful because He is worthy of our 
thanksgiving. It is extremely difficult 
to be thankful in all circumstances, 
but to consider the alternative is 
overwhelming. Somehow, we always 
seem to find the one thing that is not 
going right in our lives, or just our day 
to day existence, to focus on.  It is just 
a matter of perspective, but often not 
easily or willingly acknowledged. Just 
like the disappointing gift, thankfulness 
should be so much more than our 
initial reaction. We should see each 
day as a new opportunity for happiness, 
rather than another trial to struggle 
through. When we are thankful, our 

focus moves off selfish wishes and off 
the pain of current circumstances. 
Expressing thankfulness helps us 
remember that God is in control. 

Jesus loved to thank God. He never 
forgot that everything good is a gift 
from God. He also did not complain 
when things got hard but thanked 
God for helping Him. Oh, how I 
wish this was my perspective all the 
time, and I didn’t get so caught up 
in myself. It is something I can work 
towards, something to be thankful 
for each day. A scripture that really 
resonates with me when thinking of 
thankfulness is Colossians 3:15-17, 
“And let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in one body. And be thankful. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
And whatever you do, in word or deed, 
do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. Thank you, Lord, for 
the perfect gift, Jesus! May we always 
be thankful for the gift of salvation 
and the opportunity to be thankful in 
“all” things.

Have you ever opened a gift and been disappointed?  
After the initial response, have you ever changed your
perspective on the gift? Maybe thinking more of why it  

was given? How it was picked by the giver or maybe what was the 
purpose of the gift. How we approach being thankful is often 
approached the same as a disappointing gift.  

Take, for instance, how we pray. We should open our prayers with 
thanksgiving and be grateful for what God has done in our lives. “Give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 .
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Sue 

Martin 
• Attends Explorers Bible Study

• Cancer Support Group Treasurer

• WMU Director

• Organist

• Keyboard Extravaganza Performer

• Men’s Quartet Accompanist

• FBC Member  -  12 years

• Birth Date – July 7

• Husband - Jerry

• Children - Kenneth Martin and  
  (Randy) & Karen Stacy

• Grandchildren - Jonathan Killmeier, Anna Bentley, Nicole Stacy, 
  Mike Stacy and Jennifer Salazar

• Great Grandchildren - Evelyn Bentley, Max Salazar, Arianna Salazar, 
  Madelyn Stacy

 

M’Cheyne 365 Day Bible Reading Plan
(www.esv.org/biblereadingplans)

BIBLE READING PLAN

Into the 
Word

Nov 1 2 Kgs 14, 2 Tim 4, Hos 7, Ps 66-67

Nov 2 2 Kgs 15, Titus 1, Hos 8, Ps 68

Nov 3 2 Kgs 16, Titus 2, Hos 9, Ps 69

Nov 4 2 Kgs 17, Titus 3, Hos 10, Ps 70-71

Nov 5 2 Kgs 18, Phm 1, Hos 11, Ps 72

Nov 6 2 Kgs 19, Heb 1, Hos 12, Ps 73

Nov 7 2 Kgs 20, Heb 2, Hos 13, Ps 74

Nov 8 2 Kgs 21, Heb 3, Hos 14, Ps 75-76

Nov 9 2 Kgs 22, Heb 4, Joel 1, Ps 77

Nov 10 2 Kgs 23, Heb 5, Joel 2, Ps 78

Nov 11 2 Kgs 24, Heb 6, Joel 3, Ps 79

Nov 12 2 Kgs 25, Heb 7, Amos 1, Ps 80

Nov 13 1 Chr 1-2, Heb 8, Amos 2, Ps 81-82

Nov 14 1 Chr 3-4, Heb 9, Amos 3, Ps 83-84

Nov 15 1 Chr 5-6, Heb 10, Amos 4, Ps 85

Nov 16 1 Chr 7-8, Heb 11, Amos 5, Ps 86

Nov 17 1 Chr 9-10, Heb 12, Amos 6, Ps 87-88

Nov 18 1 Chr 11-12, Heb 13, Amos 7, Ps 89

Nov 19 1 Chr 13-14, Jas 1, Amos 8, Ps 90

Nov 20 1 Chr 15, Jas 2, Amos 9, Ps 91

Nov 21 1 Chr 16, Jas 3, Obad 1, Ps 92-93

Nov 22 1 Chr 17, Jas 4, Jonah 1, Ps 94

Nov 23 1 Chr 18, Jas 5, Jonah 2, Ps 95-96

Nov 24 1 Chr 19-20, 1 Pet 1, Jonah 3,

Ps 97-98

Nov 25 1 Chr 21, 1 Pet 2, Jonah 4, Ps 99-101

Nov 26 1 Chr 22, 1 Pet 3, Mic 1, Ps 102

Nov 27 1 Chr 23, 1 Pet 4, Mic 2, Ps 103

Nov 28 1 Chr 24-25, 1 Pet 5, Mic 3, Ps 104

Nov 29 1 Chr 26-27, 2 Pet 1, Mic 4, Ps 105

Nov 30 1 Chr 28, 2 Pet 2, Mic 5, Ps 106

November 2019

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

We Love Volunteers! 
They are the backbone of First Baptist, serving in countless ways to assist 

the staff and members in sharing the love of Christ with others – from 

serving on committees, helping with events, holding babies in the  

nursery or singing in the choir.

If you are interested in learning more about volunteering at FBC,  
please call the church office at 770-253-0797.
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A Spectacle of Glory
God’s Light Shining Through 
Me Every Day 

Do you ever wonder why God created you? The Bible spells it out plainly: God 

created you to showcase His glory—to enjoy it, display it, and demonstrate it every day 

to all those you encounter. 

After nearly 50 years of living as a quadriplegic, and dealing with chronic pain on a 

daily basis, Joni has learned firsthand the importance of glorifying God through the 

toughest of situations. Through this devotional, Joni will help you discover how to put 

God’s glory on display—how to say no to complaining and say yes to daily following 

God down even the most difficult paths. Along the way, you will find great comfort and 

encouragement by focusing on the one who longs to lead and guide you every step of 

the way, every day. 

Don’t ever think your life is too ordinary, your world too small, or your work too 

insignificant. All of it is a stage set for you to glorify God.

R E V I E W

BOOKS & RESOURCES
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ON MY
SHELF

Welcome to Our Table
 
by Shirley and 
Danae Dobson

BOOKS & RESOURCES

JIMMY PATTERSON

A sample of what  
our staff is reading.

Give Praise To God

by James Montgomery 
Boice

ANDY BROWN

Additional Resources

Rescuing Ambition

by Dave Harvey

Knowing God
 
by J.I. Packer

One Nation 
Under God

by Bruce Ashford
and Chris Pappalardo 

ANDY BROWN

Something Needs  
to Change

by David Platt

LEE CHITWOOD

Christ-Centered
Exposition
 
by Mark Howell 

ERIC MARSTON

Seeing With New Eyes

by David Powlison

LEE CHITWOOD

Contentment:
Seeing God’s Goodness

Devotional
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WORLDVIEW COMMENTARY

O
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ne of the most influential atheists 
alive today has recently released 
a book in which he encourages 

the abandonment of belief in God. In 
Outgrowing God: A Beginners Guide, the Oxford 
evolutionary biologist targets a teenaged 
readership and asserts that belief in God is 
wrong. He goes so far to say that belief in God 
is morally inferior to those who do not believe 
in God. Chapter 5 of his book bears the title, 
“Do we need God in order to be good?” 
Dawkins answers this question in the book in 
the negative – we do not need God in order to 
be good. 

The book, which comes with a tour, was 
released October 8, 2019. Before the book’s 
release David Sanderson with the London 
Times released an article with the headline: 
Ending Religion is a bad idea, says Richard 
Dawkins. Britain’s foremost atheist said that if 
religion were abolished, it would “give people 
a license to do really bad things.” In his book, 
he argues we do not need God to be good, but 
in the London Times, he argues belief in God 
is needed to be good. How do we make sense 
of this? The timeline is important. Chapter 5 
in the book comes before the release of the 
statement in the London Times. Could this be 
that Dawkins has had an opportunity to reflect 

Civility

fbcnewnan.org   23

By Andy Brown
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on his own conclusions? It is doubtful 
that Dawkins will change Chapter 5 
or tone down his rhetoric on his book 
tour. Christians should consistently 
note that Dawkins can’t have it  
both ways.  

I want to wed these ideas with 
another recent opinion released in 
USA Today by Daniel Darling. The 
Vice President for the Ethics and 
Religious Liberties Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention (ERLC) 
has the headline: Don’t blame incivility 
on religion. Christian principles are 
an antidote to nastiness. The subhead 
reads: Our belief system isn’t the 
problem, it’s that we have strayed 
from what we say we believe. Following 
Jesus means loving and caring for our 
neighbors. He tackles the thesis of 
Dawkins Chapter 5 in the first line. “A 
common narrative today is that deeply 
held religious beliefs are a key driver 
of incivility. Yet the new research 
on evangelical views on civility and 
democracy shows exactly the opposite 
effect.” Darling cites a joint survey 

between the ERLC, Lifeway Research, 
and the Fetzer Institute. They found 
that over half of evangelicals believe 
that the advancement of their political 
opponents would be a threat to 
democracy. Over half would believe 
news more if delivered by someone 
who shares their worldview.  
Twenty-five percent felt it justifiable 
for a political leader to insult his 
opponent as long as the insult is in 
service to the right cause. Darling 
suggests these results are not 
surprising. Instead they represent a 
“straying” from Christian beliefs. He 
says, “Evangelicals who believe in the 
exclusivity of Jesus as the pathway to 
God and the importance of religious 
liberty, who believe that every human 
being is created in the image of God 
(and in the ‘inherent and equal 
dignity of all’) had high civility scores.” 
This leads Darling to assert, “Perhaps 
the root of so much of our civic 
nastiness is not a result of Christians 
holding too tightly to core convictions 
but rather a result of Christians 

straying from core convictions. In 
other words, it’s not our belief system 
that is the problem; it’s that we have 
strayed from what we say we believe.” 

Dawkins suggests we don’t need 
God to be good. The common notion 
in our society, especially in recent 
days around November, is the false 
premise that the more religious you 
claim to be, the less civil you are. 
Genuine Christianity is the cure for 
both false assumptions. Darling rightly 
says, “Christian evangelism isn’t a 
barrier to a healthy civil society.” On 
the contrary, the gospel of Jesus Christ 
means that we who follow him will do 
as he did – love even at great cost.” 

Finally, I want to draw attention to 
the end of the USA Today opinion 
piece. Darling says, 

A retreat from the Christian 
mission produces incivility. Another 
finding in this new research shows 
that evangelicals who believe “the 
stakes of our political disagreements 
are existential,” and those who 
seldom befriend and associate 

The common notion in our society, especially 
in recent days around November, is the false 
premise that the more religious you claim to 

be, the less civil you are. 

with people unlike them, are less 
civil. In other words, what produces 
nastiness from Christians is not 
Christian doctrine, but an unholy 
fear of the other and a failure to 
trust God’s sovereignty over  
world events. 
The version of religion that many 

want to dispense with is not a genuine 
version of Christianity. Such versions 
need to be dispensed with so that 
our mission can remain both clear 
and primary. The mission, according 
to 2 Corinthians 5, is to serve as 
Christ’s, ambassadors appealing to 
and imploring all to be reconciled to 
God. One of the earliest of Christian 
thinkers, Tertullian, once quoted 
an unbelieving official’s opinion of 
Christians. He said, “Look at how much 
they love each other!” Jesus desires our 
love to make a difference. The love 
Jesus calls for is the kind that is most 
civil. This love is greater than any of 
our tribes, realizing that King Jesus is 
sovereign over all. In so many ways, this 
mission depends upon our civility.  
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NOVEMBER EVENTS

For more information on this and  
other events visit fbcnewnan.org

RA’s Camp Kaleo
November 1-2

Called Church Conference
NOVEMBER 3

All Saints Day
NOVEMBER 3

NGO Luncheon
NOVEMBER 7

Truett McConnell University Choir
NOVEMBER 10

Orphan Awareness Sunday
NOVEMBER 10

Ladies Thanksgiving Luncheon
NOVEMBER 10

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Dedication
NOVEMBER 17

Thanksgiving – Church Office Closed
NOVEMBER 28-29

Santa on the Square
NOVEMBER 29

Family On-Mission (Gift wrapping on Court Square)
NOVEMBER 30

Piano Extravaganza
NOVEMBER 30
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