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INTRODUCTION

W
In This Issue

e cannot imagine a better time to 

start thinking through prayer than 

at the end of the summer and the 

beginning of another church calendar year.  

As you read through this month’s issue, you will 

learn essential information about significant 

events that place great emphasis on praying.

Prayer is a vast topic. From questions like, 

“What is prayer? Does prayer work?” We tackle 

many of these issues with a singular focus: We 

believe that God uses praying to center our 

pursuits. When we pray, we declare that there 

is no help other than God’s direct intervention. Prayer is more conversing with 

God. Prayer is pleading with God to touch the earth with heaven. Prayer reveals 

the deep desires of your heart as you present yourself before God. We hope 

that you enjoy the many angles we try to refract as we together think through a 

subject that touches each of us. Consider Chrysostom’s description of prayer:

When you pray, it is as if you were entering into a palace - not a palace on earth, but 

far more awesome, a place in heaven, When you enter there, you do so with complete 

attentiveness and fitting respect. For in the houses of kings all turmoil is set aside, and 

silence reigns. Yet here you are being joined by choirs of angels. You are in communion 

with archangels and singing with the seraphim, who sing with great awe their spiritual 

hymns and sacred songs to God, the Lord of all. So when you are praying, mingle with 

these voices, patterning yourself according to their mystical order, It is not to human 

beings that you are praying but to God, who is present everywhere, who hears even 

before you speak and who knows already the secret of the heart. If you pray to this One, 

you shall receive a great reward. “For your Father who sees in secret shall reward you 

openly.” (The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 19.3)
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hat would happen if every one of our active 
members prayed for one lost acquaintance for 
one month? What would happen if, during that 

month of prayer for their lost friend, each one of our active 
members looked for an opportunity to share Jesus with 
that neighbor, coworker, classmate, 
or relative? The outcome would be 
revival, people receiving Christ, and 

new members joining the church.
It all begins with prayer. On August 11, each one 

of our worshippers will receive a “Who’s Your One?” 
30-Day Prayer Guide to journal their intercession for a 
lost friend. By each day’s journal entry, there will be a 
Scripture and guided prayer to encourage you in  
this pursuit.

During this month of prayer, we will provide simple yet 
effective witnessing tools to help you minister to your lost friend.  
After worship, on Sunday, August 11, we will enjoy a fried chicken dinner at 
church. During that meal, we will be shown a very brief way to lead someone  
to Jesus by using the “3 CIRCLES: LIFE CONVERSATION GUIDE”. God is  
using this method to lead many people to Himself.

On Saturday, August 24, our church has bought out an opening weekend 
showing of the movie, “Overcomer.” It is excellently produced by the Kendrick 
brothers, creators of “War Room,” “Courageous,” “Fireproof,” and “Facing the 
Giants.” The gospel is clearly presented in this feature-length work. We want you 
to invite your lost friend to this movie. God might use it to answer your prayers 
for that person to receive Jesus.

Who’s your one? Ask God to show you who that is. You might be the  
person that impacts their life for eternity.

W
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LEE CHITWOOD
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really work 
these days?

Does
PRAYER 

Photo by Jon Tyson on Unsplash
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Then shall ye call 
upon me, and ye 
shall go and pray 
unto me, and I will 
hearken unto you.
Jeremiah 29:12

’ll never forget my first hospital 
visit in which I was a part-time 
Minister of Youth. It was the 

summer of my freshman year in 
college, and my pastor had to be out 
of town. He asked if I would fill in 
for him to visit folks in the hospital 
for the day. I agreed to do so, not 
knowing what I was doing or even how 
to go about such a visit. I was 19 years 
old, never had been on a ministerial, 
hospital visit, nor had any training in 
bedside manner. The day came, and 
indeed, there was one of our sweet 
ladies in the hospital. I did not know 
why she was there, nor had I ever met 
her at church. As I approached her 
room, with fear and trepidation, I 
turned the corner and saw that she was 
awake. We visited for a moment, and 

Photo by Jon Tyson on Unsplash
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then I asked if I could pray for her. I 
remember asking God that, if it be His 
will, he will heal her in Jesus’ name. 
It was a sweet visit. When I shared the 
report with my pastor, he was surprised 
that she was still alive when I arrived 
at her room. She had been diagnosed 
with severe heart problems and was 
not to last the night. She lived for 
another two weeks. Can you imagine 
my wonderment? I thought I had done 
something big, something miraculous 
by blindly praying for God to heal her 
and now seeing her live longer than 
ever expected. 

God hears us and answers us! 
Whether big or small each request 
should be made sincerely, earnestly 
and with everything that is in us (You 
will seek Me and find Me when you 
search for Me with all your heart. 
Jeremiah 29:13). I can go on and on 
about how God has provided when 
the world says, “give up.” It has been 
because of answered prayer that 
Andrea and I celebrated 25 years of 
marriage last month. We pray for and 
with each other. As we desire to draw 
closer to God, our prayers bring us 
close to each other.

What about unanswered prayers? 
God always answers, but maybe He is 
teaching us something along the way. 
Isaiah 40:31 says,

“But they that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk, and  
not faint.”

God is not only at work answering 
our prayers, but He is working on and 
in us as we pray.

In T. W. Hunt’s book The Mind 
of Christ, we are reminded that we 
gain the mind of Christ by being 
in continual prayer with Him and 
studying how Christ prayed to God 
the father. It is in our communion 
with Christ that we see that He is a 
friend, our protector, defender, and 
provider. He wants and desires us to 
call upon Him so that He can show us 
great things. May we be found faithful 
in bold prayer as we seek answers, 
healing, direction, and understanding. 
May we pray for each other and let 
us pray for whom God would put 
in our path to give a witness of His 
transforming power.

 “I Will Call Upon the Lord.”
I will call upon the Lord
Who is worthy to be praised
So shall I saved from my enemies
The Lord reigneth
Blessed be the rock
And let the God of my salvation
Be exalted!

“God hears us and answers us!”
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PRAYER SERVICE
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9 | 7:00 PM | WAREHOUSE
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ERIC MARSTON

rayer is an action that can 
be hard to understand. It is 
hard to understand because 

it is a mystery in how prayer makes 
a difference. We hear verses that 
speak about a God that knows the 
end from the beginning. The verses 
speak of a God that is sovereign and 

even more verses that tell us God has 
prepared good  works in advance for 
each of His children to walk in. There 
is nothing God does not know or 
cannot do. As mysterious as prayer is, 
God works mightily as we pray. With 
these thoughts in mind, I heard a 
message years ago on a kind of prayer 
that is powerful and effective. The 
kind of prayer that Jesus responds to. 
In Luke 11, as Jesus was finishing a 
time of personal prayer, one of His 
disciples asked Him to teach him how 
to pray.  Jesus responds with teaching 
his disciples through what we know 
today as “The Lord’s Prayer” followed 
by a very powerful story. It is in this 
following story that Jesus illustrates for 
his disciples and us how we are to pray.  
Luke 11:5-9 says, 

“Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose 
you have a friend, and you go to him 
at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend 
me three loaves of bread;  a friend of 
mine on a journey has come to me, 
and I have no food to offer him.’ 
And suppose the one inside answers, 
‘Don’t bother me. The door is already 

Persistent 
Prayer
P
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locked, and my children and I are 
in bed. I can’t get up and give you 
anything.’ I tell you, even though he 
will not get up and give you the bread 
because of friendship, yet because of 
your shameless audacity he will surely 
get up and give you as much as you 
need.” “So I say to you: Ask and it will 
be given to you; seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be opened to 
you.”

Jesus said, “Yet because of your 
shameless audacity, he will surely get 
up and give you as much as you need.” 
This word “shameless audacity” also 
means “persistence” or “boldness.” 
This is the only time that this word 
is ever used in the Bible, and it is 
in the context of prayer. This word 
comes from a Greek word meaning 
importunity. Importunity is different 
than opportunity. Opportunity means 
“A circumstance favorable to us. You 
see it and take advantage of it.”

Importunity is a much stronger 
word.  It has urgency and it means:

Troublesomely Urgent
Overly Persistent
Annoyingly Relentless
Shameless someone who is brash, 

bold, and has a lot of nerve.
God would never ask us to pray 

this way and then tell us that we 
are bothering Him. The mystery to 
prayer is that God knows all things. 
He is completely in control and yet 

at the same time is moved to action 
when we pray in this way. I love Jesus’ 
application to this story when He says 
in v.9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be 
given to you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you.”  
So let me ask you, “How is your 
persistence, boldness or shameless 
audacity as it relates to your prayer 
life?  Are you asking, seeking and 
even knocking for Jesus to move in 
mighty ways among our hearts, homes, 
church, community, and world in the 
months ahead? Are you persistent 
in your prayers for God to use you 
in these places and in any way He so 
desires? Are you living your life in 
a way that could hinder God from 
hearing and answering your prayers? 
Let me close with James 5:16-18 that 
gives us a little more clarity into the 
kind of powerful, passionate and 
persistent prayer Jesus hears and 
responds to. Verses 16-18 says,

“Therefore confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each other so that 
you may be healed. The prayer of 
a righteous person is powerful and 
effective. Elijah was a human being, 
even as we are. He prayed earnestly 
that it would not rain, and it did 
not rain on the land for three and 
a half years. Again he prayed, and 
the heavens gave rain, and the earth 
produced its crops….”
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TREY PATE

12   F I R S T  |  A u g u s t  2 0 1 9

Seek Me, 
          Find Me 

Photo by Joshua Hanks on Unsplash
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esus. The Bible. Prayer. As a 
child in Sunday school, any 
of these three answers would 
almost guarantee you the correct 

answer to any question. Today students 
will find that some variation of these 
three answers will be the theme of 
every retreat, and the majority of 
adults would say that there would be 
an application for at least one of these 
points in every sermon. However, 
the majority of believers today lack 
an intimate relationship with their 
Lord. Perhaps this is because we have 
a misunderstanding of the purpose of 
reading scripture and praying. 

In a recent leadership talk at Student 
Leadership University, Megan Fate 
Marshman stated, “If you seek to find 
inspiration, you may be disappointed 
in your quiet time.” So often Christians 
read their Bibles and pray to the Lord 
to find inspiration and many times, 
validation for their spiritual plans. 
While these things seem to have very 
godly motives, they tend to place the 
Christian at the center of attention 
rather than Jesus. Marshman concluded 
her statement about the Christian’s 
quiet time by saying, “Seek to know God 
Himself.” When we seek Jesus to know 
Him, instead of seeking Him for His 
blessings, we will never be disappointed. 

When we turn our attention to 
Jeremiah twenty-nine, we find God 
speaking to His people who are in exile 
in Babylon. He offers the well-known 
encouragement that He is in control 
and knows the plans that He has for 

them. However, in verses twelve and 
thirteen, we see the Lord’s desire for 
a personal, intimate relationship with 
His people. He says, “Then you will call 
upon me and come to me and pray to me, 
and I will hear you. You will seek me and 
find me, when you seek me with all your 
heart.” During the trial and storm, the 
Lord did not call His people to seek 
freedom from bondage, a better life, 
or more possessions. He called them 
to seek Himself, and He promised 
that He would be found. 

This promise, directed to His 
chosen people who were in bondage, 
rings true for us as believers today. 
When the focus of our prayer life 
shifts from, “Lord, get me out of the 
storm,” to “Lord, let me know who 
you are in the midst of the storm,” we 
will not find ourselves disappointed 
with His plan. Instead, we will find 
Him. 

Throughout The Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus taught His followers how 
to pray. These instructions included 
a model prayer and a challenge to 
be persistent in prayer. However, His 
greatest instruction on prayer may 
have come in Matthew 6:6 when He 
said, “But when you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret, will reward you.” 
Perhaps Jesus’ point was not that 
your reward would be an answered 
prayer, but rather, our reward would 
be an intimate relationship with our 
Heavenly Father.

Seek Me, 
          Find Me 

J
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M’Cheyne 365 Day Bible Reading Plan
(www.esv.org/biblereadingplans)

BIBLE READING PLAN

Into the 
Word

Aug 1 | Judg 15, Acts 19, Jer 28, Mark 14

Aug 2 | Judg 16, Acts 20, Jer 29, Mark 15

Aug 3 | Judg 17, Acts 21, Jer 30-31, Mark 16

Aug 4 | Judg 18, Acts 22, Jer 32, Luke 1

Aug 5 | Judg 19, Acts 23, Jer 33, Luke 2

Aug 6 | Judg 20, Acts 24, Jer 34, Luke 3

Aug 7 |  Judg 21, Acts 25, Jer 35, Luke 4

Aug 8 | Ruth 1, Acts 26, Jer 36, Luke 5

Aug 9 | Ruth 2, Acts 27, Jer 37, Luke 6

Aug 10 | Ruth 3-4, Acts 28, Jer 38, Luke 7

Aug 11  | 1 Sam 1, Rom 1, Jer 39, Luke 8

Aug 12 | 1 Sam 2, Rom 2, Jer 40, Luke 9

Aug 13 | 1 Sam 3, Rom 3, Jer 41, Luke 10

Aug 14 | 1 Sam 4, Rom 4, Jer 42, Luke 11

Aug 15 | 1 Sam 5-6, Rom 5, Jer 43, Luke 12

Aug 16 | 1 Sam 7-8, Rom 6, Jer 44-45, Luke 13

Aug 17 | 1 Sam 9, Rom 7, Jer 46, Luke 14

Aug 18 | 1 Sam 10, Rom 8, Jer 47, Luke 15

Aug 19 | 1 Sam 11, Rom 9, Jer 48, Luke 16

Aug 2 | 1 Sam 12, Rom 10, Jer 49, Luke 17

Aug 21 | 1 Sam 13, Rom 11, Jer 50, Luke 18

Aug 22 | 1 Sam 14, Rom 12, Jer 51, Luke 19

Aug 23 | 1 Sam 15, Rom 13, Jer 52, Luke 20

Aug 24 | 1 Sam 16, Rom 14, Lam 1, Luke 21

Aug 25 | 1 Sam 17, Rom 15, Lam 2, Luke 22

Aug 26 | 1 Sam 18, Rom 16, Lam 3, Luke 23

Aug 27 | 1 Sam 19, 1 Cor 1, Lam 4, Luke 24

Aug 28 | 1 Sam 20, 1 Cor 2, Lam 5, John 1

Aug 29 | 1 Sam 21-22, 1 Cor 3, Ezek 1, John 2

Aug 30 | 1 Sam 23, 1 Cor 4, Ezek 2, John 3

Aug 31 | 1 Sam 24, 1 Cor 5, Ezek 3, John 4

August 2019
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Debby 
Shefelton 
• 1st Grade Sunday School Teacher

• Vacation Bible School Teacher

• Senior High Handbells

• Sanctuary Choir Member

• Camp Sonshine Bible Study Leader

• FBC Member  - 37 years

• Birth Date – March 26

• Husband - Scott

• Children – Kristy (deceased), April & 
                    Gracie Shefelton

Aug 16 | 1 Sam 7-8, Rom 6, Jer 44-45, Luke 13

Aug 17 | 1 Sam 9, Rom 7, Jer 46, Luke 14

Aug 18 | 1 Sam 10, Rom 8, Jer 47, Luke 15

Aug 19 | 1 Sam 11, Rom 9, Jer 48, Luke 16

Aug 2 | 1 Sam 12, Rom 10, Jer 49, Luke 17

Aug 21 | 1 Sam 13, Rom 11, Jer 50, Luke 18

Aug 22 | 1 Sam 14, Rom 12, Jer 51, Luke 19

Aug 23 | 1 Sam 15, Rom 13, Jer 52, Luke 20

Aug 24 | 1 Sam 16, Rom 14, Lam 1, Luke 21

Aug 25 | 1 Sam 17, Rom 15, Lam 2, Luke 22

Aug 26 | 1 Sam 18, Rom 16, Lam 3, Luke 23

Aug 27 | 1 Sam 19, 1 Cor 1, Lam 4, Luke 24

Aug 28 | 1 Sam 20, 1 Cor 2, Lam 5, John 1

Aug 29 | 1 Sam 21-22, 1 Cor 3, Ezek 1, John 2

Aug 30 | 1 Sam 23, 1 Cor 4, Ezek 2, John 3

Aug 31 | 1 Sam 24, 1 Cor 5, Ezek 3, John 4

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

We Love Volunteers! 
They are the backbone of First Baptist, serving in countless ways to assist 

the staff and members in sharing the love of Christ with others – from 

serving on committees, helping with events, holding babies in the  

nursery or singing in the choir.

If you are interested in learning more about volunteering at FBC,  
please call the church office at 770-253-0797.
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R E V I E W

BOOKS & RESOURCES
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ESV Prayer Bible 
Crossway Books (April 30, 2019)

From the Publisher: 
The ESV Prayer Bible was created to help you reflect on God’s Word 

through prayer.
With 400+ historical prayers linked to key passages throughout the biblical 

text, this volume demonstrates the connection between the words God has 
spoken to us in the Bible and the words we speak back to him in prayer.

Featuring the prayers of the early church fathers, Puritans, Protestant 
Reformers, and more, along with an introductory essay by Donald Whitney 
and prayer-related book introductions, this edition helps readers pursue a 
deeper communion with God as they combine their personal Bible reading 
with prayer.

R E V I E W
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ON MY
SHELF

The Kneeling Christian
 
Unknown Christian 
(Anonymous)

BOOKS & RESOURCES

JIMMY PATTERSON

A sample of what  
our staff is reading.

The Valley of Vision

by Arthur Bennett

ANDY BROWN

Prayer

by E.M. Bounds 

ANDY BROWN

More Than A Carpenter

Josh McDowell &
Sean McDowell

LEE CHITWOOD
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A sample of what  
our staff is reading.

Additional Resources

With Christ in the 
School of Prayer

by Andrew Murray

Prayer

by Timothy Keller

The Prayer That Turns
The World Upside down

by Albert Mohler Jr. 

ERIC MARSTON

Spiritual Disciplines
for the Christian Life

by Donald S. Whitney

TREY PATE

Just Walk Across  
the Room

by Bill Hybels
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t doesn’t take a follower of the 
show Jeopardy to know that the 
shows famous host, Alex Trebek, 

is currently battling pancreatic cancer. 
Trebek announced to the fans of his 
show vowing that he would fight and 
demonstrated a determination to 
beat cancer ravaging his body. Trebek 
was quoted in People Magazine as 
saying, “I’ve got a couple of million 
people out there who have expressed 

By Andy Brown

WORLDVIEW COMMENTARY

their good thoughts, their positive 
energy directed towards me and their 
prayers.” Trebek said he told the 
doctors, this has to be more than just 
the chemo, and they agreed it could 
very well be an important part of this.”

This is not the first time that prayer 
and terms like positive energy have 
been used in the same context. In 
2010, the late atheist Christopher 
Hitchens when battling cancer said he 

When Christians Say,
“I Am Praying  
For You”

I
Photo by Ben White on Unsplash
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was touched at the thought that he was 
in people’s prayers. One would have to 
be acquainted with Hichens to know 
how significant of such a submission 
from Hichens. Christians should 
recognize such remarks for what they 
are - non-Christian. Understand, such 
a statement is not a statement on 
the religiosity or lack thereof of Mr. 
Trebek. To my knowledge, Trebek has 
not made a statement about his faith. 
Such a statement is intended to have 
us think both critically and Christian 
when we use terms so deep to our faith 
like prayer. 

The Christian source of authority 
in prayer is Holy Scripture, and the 
Bible has a great deal to say about 
the subject. Take, for example, Jesus 
teaching us to pray in the middle of 
the Sermon on the Mount of Matthew 
6. Praying the way Jesus taught us 
challenges every contemporary notion 
of what it means to pray. 

At the heart of the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus teaches his followers to 
pray. Don’t miss the significance of 
this. Prayer is significant because it 
forces our focus on matters of eternity. 
Jonathan Edwards, in his Resolutions, 
famously said, “When will all our 
worldly enjoyments be, when we are 
laid in the silent grave? Resolved, to 
live as I shall wish I had done when I 
come to die. Resolved, to live as I shall 
wish I had done, ten thousand ages 

When Christians Say,
“I Am Praying  
For You”

hence. Lord stamp eternity on my 
eyeballs.” Nothing will force us to see 
eternity than when we take our hearts 
to a posture of prayer. 

Prayer is an awesome privilege. 
When we pray, we are touching 
eternity and asking God to bend our 
present circumstances to conform to 
His will. The context of the prayer 
fits with this. In the Sermon, Jesus is 
drawing a contrast between the world 
that we know and the world that He is 
bringing. 

Prayer is an opportunity for us to 
remind not only ourselves of eternity, 
but to remind others of the eternity 
that God has brought near through 
the sending of Jesus. Prayer is an 
awesome privilege, but praying for 
others is the way that we imitate our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It was Jesus that 
taught us to pray. He demonstrates 
the kind of care He wants us to have 
for others by generously giving us this 
prayer and teaching us to pray. How 
often when you pray do you use first 
person singular pronouns like I? How 
often do you use plural pronouns 
like them, or they? How often are you 
praying for someone else?

Keep praying for others. Keep 
telling them you are praying for them, 
but when you say, “I am praying for 
you,” know that you mean it differently 
than what most people understand.
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AUGUST EVENTS

For more information on this and  
other events visit fbcnewnan.org

Promotion Sunday
AUGUST 4 

Backpack Blessings 
AUGUST 4 
6th Grade Orientation
AUGUST 4 

Coweta County Schools Resume
AUGUST 5 
Music & Missions Kick-off
AUGUST 7 

FBC Gospel Choir Rehearsals Resume
AUGUST 7  
Becoming a Welcoming Church Seminar with Randy Mullinax 
AUGUST 8 
Who’s Your One? Prayer Service 
AUGUST 9 
Families On-Mission
AUGUST 10

Who’s Your One? Campaign 
AUGUST 11 

Evangelism Training \ Child Protection Training
AUGUST 11 
Senior High Choir Kick-off
AUGUST 11 

Wednesday Night Activities Resume
AUGUST 14  
Churchwide Movie “Overcomer” at Regal Georgian Cinemas
AUGUST 24

Trail Life USA Open House
AUGUST 25 

Weekday Preschool Parent Orientation 
AUGUST 29

SAVE THE DATE!
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For more information on this and  
other events visit fbcnewnan.org

Becoming a 
Welcoming 
Church
WITH RANDY MULLINAX 

AUGUST 8 | 6:30 | WAREHOUSE 
Reserve your spot and receive a free copy of  
Thom Rainer’s Becoming a Welcoming Church.  
Register online at fbcnewnan.org.

Randy is the director of Church Revitalization  
and Evangelism with the Georgia Baptist 
Mission Board and serves over 3600 churches. 

For more information on this and  
other events visit fbcnewnan.org

SAVE THE DATE!
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